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100 Years of the Good City: The
Centennial of Kaohsiung's City Status

©Written by Su Yu-ling ©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photos by Chang Chien Cheng-en
©Photos courtesy of Bureau of Cultural Affairs, Kaohsiung City Government, Kaohsiung
Museum of Fine Arts

I n 1920,Takao was renamed Kaohsiung,
and in 1924, what had been known as
“Kaohsiung Street” was officially given city
status. Over the past century, Kaohsiung
has been transformed from a small
coastal town into a bustling industrial
metropolis. Today, Kaohsiung thrives as
an international tourist destination and a
sustainable cultural city.

Kaohsiung City Government's “100
Years of the Good City” (B&E4{Fm)
celebration is a series of electrifying
activities to mark the city's century-long
transformation and achievements. The

“Good City Tour” (4¥m:&iE ) features
four main themes — industry, sea,

railways, and history — organized into 13
routes. These guided tours showcase the
natural beauty of the mountains and the
sea, as well as local industries. Highlights
include visiting yacht builders, exploring
Wanshan indigenous village ( ELZ5% )
with a hunter as a guide, and touring the
Cijin and Gushan areas from the
perspective of John Thomson (#9&3- &
B4 ) , a renowned photographer who
traveled through Kaohsiung in the late
19th century.



In addition to the
featured tours, the “Focus
Venues” series invites the
public to explore
Kaohsiung's cultural
heritage sites. In October,
the Confucius Temple in
Zuoying District ( A& F,F
[f ) hosted performances of
intangible cultural assets such as Hakka
Ba-Yin, Nanguan, and the Liangsan
troupe. The British Consulate at Takow
(FIMEBEEE ) featured an
interactive archaeological theater for
families. To celebrate both the 84th
anniversary of
Shoyoen (H&
&) and the 4th
anniversary of its
restoration, this
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colonial-era relic recreated
the “Shoyoen Banquet”
originally hosted by its
owner, Otani Kozui (K&t
I%) . This unique fusion
dining experience featured
local ingredients, floral
arrangements, tea
ceremonies, and music,
blending Japanese and Western culinary
traditions.

Over the past century, Kaohsiung has
embraced heritage and innovation. The
“100 Years of the Good City” events,
running from now until December, are
showcasing the charm of the city and
inviting you to explore
the growth and
transformation of
Kaohsiung.
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Dream Fulfillment New Voice Choir

©Written by Cai Mi-ci ©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photos by Carter

The Dream Fulfillment New Voice
Choir (BIZHEAEE) from
Kaohsiung Municipal Yuanfu Junior High
School in Cishan District ( EifriELLE
EIEEH ) sings Southeast Asian songs
that are less commonly heard in Taiwan
and showcase the harmonious beauty of
cultural integration.

At least 40% of the school's students
have at least one immigrant parent. Six
years ago, the school established the
Dream Fulfillment New Voice Choir to help
these children learn about their immigrant
parents' cultures. Most of the immigrant
parents come from Vietnam, Indonesia,
Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar. The
choir's role goes beyond singing; it fosters
dialogue and understanding within
families as the students become familiar
with their immigrant parents' languages
through the songs they perform.
Immigrant parents have deeply
appreciated this unique approach.

The choir director, Syu Yuan-sin ( 1£%8
2 ) | recalls that when the choir was first

established, students often forgot the
lyrics, and at one point the entire group
wanted to quit. They then brought in
language teachers to teach the songs
word by word and wrote the lyrics on the
sheet music using Mandarin Chinese
phonetic symbols and English
transliterations, which helped the children
overcome the challenges of remembering
the lyrics. The teachers also took turns
driving the students to rehearsals,
ensuring that those who lived further away
would be able to attend. Her dedication
and perseverance have been instrumental
in the choir's success.
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Li Pei-jie (f{mEE) , a child of a
Vietnamese immigrant, said that Mandarin

and Taiwanese are mainly spoken at
home, making it challenging to learn her
mother's native language, but she was
willing to try.

Choir conductor Chen Jyun-jhih ( f#E{&
&) sees limitless potential in this group
of pure-hearted children. These
performances not only broaden the
children's perspectives but also foster
empathy while spending time with senior
citizens. Beyond competitions, the choir
performs at various locations, including
senior daycare centers and nursing
homes. Through their folk songs, they
share the culture of new immigrants,
becoming an important bridge that
connects the community and families,
thereby demonstrating the broader impact
of their performances.




Experience an Urban Oasis: The Newly
Renovated Niaosong Wetland Park and

Chengcing Lake

©Written by Li Guei-sian

©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photos by Li Guei-sian, Huang Jing-wun

©Photos courtesy of Tourism Bureau,
Kaohsiung City Government, Kaohsiung
Wild Bird Society

N iaosong Wetland Park ( E#\igHA
&) and Chengcing Lake Scenic
Area (F&E#E IR ) offer picturesque
retreats for those who enjoy natural
surroundings and seek tranquility, away
from the daily hustle and bustle of the city.

This year, the city government
completed extensive renovations and
upgrades to both Niaosong Wetland
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Park's wooden trail and Chengcing Lake's
main entrance, giving them a fresh
updated look. These improvements
enhance their natural beauty and create
inviting destinations for visitors seeking
relaxation amid natural surroundings.

The newly renovated Niaosong
Wetland Park now features an ecological
corridor. The updated elevated wooden
trail offers scenic panoramic views and a
greater sense of space. The space under
the newly installed trail also allows for a
safe crossing and potential habitat for
small animals, which also contributes to
the natural surroundings and allows for
humans and nature to coexist
harmoniously.

Similarly, in keeping with net-zero




goals, Chengcing Lake’s main entrance
was designed to reduce carbon
emissions. The project replaced outdated
features such as old paths, the green
installation art, and water features,
creating a more streamlined open space.
LED lighting has also been added to
enhance the landmark's enchanting
atmosphere and safety for visitors and
local residents alike.

Niaosong Wetland Park and
Chengcing Lake, with their abilities to

regulate temperature and purify the
environment, contribute to Kaohsiung's
efforts of becoming carbon neutral.
Renovations have also focused on
improving visitors' experiences by
promoting a deeper connection between
people and nature. The upgrades not only
aim to make the wetland and lake more
popular natural venues, but also provide
educational spaces where visitors can
learn about the area's ecology.

Chengcing Lake Scenic Area & Niaosong
Wetland Park &EHERELSIRREBAR

Address: No. 32, Dapi Rd., Niaosong Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

(The wetland park is located to the left of

Chengcing Lake Scenic Area's main entrance)




Take the Metro to Gangshan for a Culinary

Journey

©Written by Li Siao-ping
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter

Gangshan Station (RK1) on the
Kaohsiung Metro’s Red Line is now

officially open. Travelers can conveniently
reach Gangshan’s downtown and indulge
in a culinary feast by taking the metro and
then transferring to a YouBike or bus.

Temperature Studio (;BE#|)

Located on Gangshan Street, late-
night private kitchen Temperature Studio
has been included in the latest Michelin
Guide. It offers a no-menu dining
experience with just six counter seats.
Chef Li You-jyun (Alen)

(Z%F1y), who developed
a love for cooking in junior

high school, gained his fine-dining
experience in Taipei. He selects fresh
ingredients daily, often incorporating local
Gangshan specialties such as longan
honey and fermented bean paste into his
dishes, serving refined home-style
cuisine. He says, “I want everyone to
experience different cooking techniques in
a way that feels approachable and not
overly luxurious.” This has attracted
gourmet visitors from as far afield as

Taipei who make day-trips to Gangshan

just to dine here.




Long Ji Meat Pie (BEZ28A8%)

Long Ji offers only pork-flavored meat
pies, a snack that many people in
Gangshan have enjoyed since childhood.
The dough is rolled and filled on-site, then
half shallow-fried before being half pan-
fried in oil. The filling is fresh, sweet, and
full, mixed with the aroma of green onions.
The golden, crispy crust is chewy with a
nice bite. In addition to being highly
affordable, it is delicious even when
eaten without the dipping sauce.
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Dechang Mutton Hotpot (EEFHA

Established in 1944, Dechang Mutton
Hotpot has been a pioneer in the
Gangshan lamb trend, nourishing
generations of area residents. Fourth-
generation owner Syu Ding-lian (ZF5#
J& ) returned to help run the family
business during his first year of college.
After countless failures and training, he
has mastered a wok technique to stir-fry
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tender lamb with shacha sauce, bringing
out the unique nutty aroma of the shacha
powder, making it irresistible to eat.
Another popular dish is lamb ribs
marinated with traditional Chinese
medicine. The meat is soft and tender, but
due to high demand it is only available in
limited quantities.



ALIEN Art Centre Exemplifies Green
Low-Carbon Aesthetics

©Written by Li Siao-ping
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Cindy Lee

L ocated near the Port of Kaohsiung, at
the foot of Mount Shou, the ALIEN Art
Centre (& FEEREKXEMEE) was once
a temporary stop for soldiers before

deployment to Taiwan's
outlying islands.
Transformed into an

art hub, it has re-entered the daily lives of
the city's residents.

The ALIEN Art Centre is a symbol of
postwar architecture in Taiwan. lIts
renovation was guided by the principle of
“restoring the building's historical
significance.” Master craftsmen were hired
to use traditional construction techniques,
restoring the textures of the terrazzo and
pebble wash surfaces. Special efforts
were also made to source discontinued
white ceramic tiles to recreate the original
appearance of the building's corridors.
After its renovation, its concrete gray




textures blend seamlessly with the
surrounding forest landscape. Large floor-
to-ceiling windows in the exhibition spaces
invite natural light, allowing visitors to
experience the changing play of light
throughout the day. The architecture
exudes a quiet elegance, while the
exhibitions are interdisciplinary and
diverse. History, art, and the natural

environment blend seamlessly with
one another, creating a serene utopia.

Responding to the global trend
to reduce carbon emissions, the art
center uses green or recycled building
materials. The ALIEN All-Day Lounge
on the second floor features locally
sourced ingredients to reduce food
miles, utilizes recycled construction
materials to create plates, and
practices green procurement, earning
it certification as an eco-friendly
restaurant. Until the end of this year,
visitors can enjoy a discounted exhibition
ticket price of NT$50 by taking
Kaohsiung's Circular Light Rail to
Shoushan Park Station and checking in
on Facebook or Instagram at the ticket
booth. We invite you to experience a low-
carbon cultural journey.
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