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Themed Parks for People of All Ages

©Written by Wang Ting-yuan
©OTranslation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter

Visit one of Kaohsiung's newly
developed themed parks, where

families can bring their children to play
and burn off energy. Over the last few
years, the city government has been
designing parks with unique local themes.
Over the next four years,150 themed
parks will be completed in Kaohsiung.
"Which Park should we visit this
weekend?" will become a heartwarming
conversation among parents and children.

During the design process, the city
government had residents design dream
parks and playgrounds through paintings
and other artworks. The most interesting
and creative were integrated into the
region's parks, each with a unique theme.

Cardboard Sledding in Central Park
(FRIRAED

People can now take the MRT to
Central Park to enjoy cardboard sledding.
At Central Park Station, take Exit 1 at R9
MRT Station and experience the thrill of
flying down a grassy slope on cardboard.

Aozihdi Forest Park
(MFEHMHAR)

The 10-hectare Aozihdi Forest Park




now features the forest bird's nest
playground, where children can climb on
the bird-themed structures. People of all
ages can enjoy the natural surroundings
and walking paths.

Cishan Themed Playground
(RIS B RS)

The Cishan Themed Playground is
next to Butokuden (& {=R%) in Cishan
District. Kids can practice martial arts
poses while they climb, run, jump, and
play on the structures. Since bananas are
one of Cishan's specialties, the themed
park has integrated play structures that
resemble bananas into the playground.

Gangshan 228 Memorial Park
Nature Playground
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Gangshan 228 Memorial Park Nature
Playground was designed with the
district's specialty, honey, as part of the
design theme. Children can improve their
agility and physical stamina by scaling the
honeycomb-shaped play structures. Many
themed parks also include fitness facilities
for adults. While the children play in the
themed playgrounds, the adults can also
go to work out on the new fitness
structures.

Travel Info:

Central Park Themed Playground

Exit 1, Central Park Station, Red Line, MRT.

Aozihdi Bird's Nest Playground

Close to Red Line 's Aozihdi MRT Station
(approximately a 5-minute walk from Exit 4).
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Have Fun at Kaohsiung's Themed Parks!

©Written by Wang Ting-yuan
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter

When they arrive in a metropolis,
first-time visitors are often struck
by the city’s street-level scenery. In this
respect, Kaohsiung’s themed parks have
recently become highlights. The city
government’s efforts to integrate playing
space and structures in some parks, while
turning others into wetland parks, are
being well received by residents and
outsiders alike.

Siaogang Pingfong Park (/JVEIEEZA
[E) boasts Kaohsiung’s longest slide.
Sliding from the top to the bottom of this
22m-long feature definitely gets your
adrenaline flowing!

Located in Sanmin District, Baoyeli
Flood Detention Pond Park (g5 3£ B j&4t;
A[E) has a 190m-long balance bike
track. To help children better balance their
hands and feet, various surfaces, such as
curves and continuous slopes, have been
constructed in accordance with the

terrain.

When visitors arrive at Lianchitan
Children’s Park (EMERZNE), they
may feel as though they have entered
Alice in Wonderland, as the park gives
children an opportunity to explore a fairy-
tale world with great enthusiasm.

The 77th Phase Urban Land
Readjustment Area No. 12 Park (7783
HEEIE/A12/AE) in Fongshan District
has a robot-themed playground. Children
bustle among the spiral slides, robot




telescopes, and
climbing nets. Even
after playing all day,
they still shout out
that they do not want
to go home.

To pay tribute to
the local time-honored
folk activity Gangshan
Lanzhuo Fair (B2 &),
bamboo-themed play
structures have been
set up in Gangshan
Riverbank Park.
These allow kids to
play while learning
about the local
bamboo culture.

Kaohsiung’s wetlands exhibit diverse
natural landscapes. Among them,
Jhongdu Wetland (Fh#B;&#t) has a rich
mangrove ecosystem, while Linyuan
Ocean Wetland (M EBXRBH) is
famous for its population of “upside-down”
jellyfish. Zuoying Jhouzai Wetland (A%
M{FZih) attracts pheasant-tailed jacana
birds and Yuanjhong Harbor Wetland (i
Fhi&iRHh) is inhabited by brown land

e e

crabs (Cardisoma carnifex).

Themed parks known for their
breathtaking landscapes include Dadong
Wetland Park (KERHAR),
Weiwuying Metropolitan Park (FR&£8&
AE), Youchang Forest Park (&7
~NED), She Zih Lin Basin Wetland Park
(BRfF#12iEHt/AE), and Agongdian
Forest Park (F/A/EFFMAE), Jogging,
walking, or cycling in one of these parks
is sure to leave you feeling refreshed and
invigorated.

Travel Info:

Jhongdu Wetland H #fi&its

Get off at Light Rail Makadao Station(C19) and
walk for about 10 minutes.

Dadong Wetland Park AFEith AR

Exit 1, Dadong Station, Orange Line, MRT

Weiwuying Metropolitan Park
FRENGLE
Exit 6, Weiwuying Station, Orange Line, MRT




Start a Better Life with Style Selection

©Written by Li Siao-ping
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter

The quality of one's life is influenced
by the items we use daily. Japanese
sake, stylish plants, and mountain life
aesthetics inject various inspirations and
imaginations into our lives.

Wuwu Sake

Wuwu Sake (E#);5;8), a store hidden
in an 85-year-old Japanese-style building,
provides a modern drinking space while
remaining subtle in this bustling city.

Owner Wang Jyun-teng (FEEERE) says:
“Japanese sake is particularly concerned
with rice quality and also its cultivation.
Details such as water quality, brewing
methods, and temperature all affect the
flavor. A 100-year-old sake is considered
young, and sake over 400 years is
considered old.”

The store has hundreds of kinds of
sake, all refrigerated at a constant
temperature of between 5 and minus 5
degrees Celsius. All of them have been
carefully selected and imported from
Japan, and are sold only after team
members' tastings. For springtime
sipping, Wang specifically recommends
Narumi (FEj§), Reborn @FR%E), and

Sato Yuzu Lemon ({ZEE{E1ZHF ) .
Neophytes should not worry if at first
they feel utterly overwhelmed by the
dazzling array of Japanese sakes. To help
those who have no idea where to begin,
each day the shop offers four or five
different varieties of sake for tasting, and




you may also place a single-cup drink
order. The most popular part of the store
is the area behind the bar, where you can
enjoy subtle sake flavors that vary with
temperature while admiring the plants in
the atrium. It is a temporary, yet entirely
wonderful, escape from the pressures of
daily life.

In fact, within the atrium lies a store-
within-a-store. Called Moii Plant (§—3%&
%), it combines floral design and potted
plants. Come here, and pick a plant to
decorate a corner of your home.

CREALIVE DEPT. Select Shop

Outdoor activities have gained in
popularity in recent years. Young people
in Taiwan, keen to develop a sense of
relaxation in their daily lives, have
embraced camping and hiking in the
mountains. CREALIVE — a brand name
derived by combining the words “creative”
and “live” — offers an intriguing selection
of street fashion, home life, and outdoor
products. The three-layer folding cabinets
and folding storage boxes, for instance,

can be utilized at home or while camping.

In addition to having its own brand
products, CREALIVE also sells other
items of clothing, accessories, camping
supplies, and daily groceries that reflect
its mission to incorporate a “chill”
mentality into daily life.

Wuwu Sake E¥iEHE

https://pse.is/4wbvsb
Moii Plant (reservations required)

B3 (RFEAH)
https://pse.is/4vs4e3

CREALIVE DEPT. Select Shop
CREALIVE DEPT. &M/E
https://www.crealivedept.com/




Ba Jia Jiang: A Distinctive Religious Tradition in Taiwan

Gushan Diyue Temple's Ji Sheng Tang

©Written by Li Siao-ping

©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photo by Lai Jian-yu

©Photos courtesy of Gushan Diyue
Temple, Information Bureau,
Kaohsiung City Government

Gushan Diyue Temple (&% LH5EHEY)
in Kaohsiung serves as a belief
center for many local people. Ji Sheng
Tang Ba Jia Jiang (FBEE/\FH), a
jhentou (f#EEE) group famous for

preserving and popularizing the tradition
known as Ba Jia Jiang, was officially
recognized as an intangible cultural
heritage of Kaohsiung in 2019. This
February, the troupe participated in the
prestigious 2023 Carnaval de Nice

(2023F xR Hi s %) in France,
where this unique Taiwanese culture
shone on an international stage and
stunned a global audience.

Ba Jia Jiang serve as guards for the
gods, clearing the way during religious
processions by capturing evil spirits and
banishing demons before the god arrives.
Ji Sheng Tang Ba Jia Jiang was
established in 1949. Their master, Lin Mu
(#AK), Iimparted key knowledge of
steps, movements, and formations to the
performers.

The troupe currently consists of
eleven members in their 20s including:
Singjyuye (#|E&); the generals
surnamed Gan (), Liou #jn), Sie
(&), and Fan @(G@); General Spring




General Summer

(&),

(B,
General Autumn (®i#), and General
Winter (%&f#); Wunchaiye (3ZZ%:) and

Wuchaiye (HZ%;). The generals
adhere to tradition, strictly observe
discipline and taboos, and practice
regularly on Saturdays. In the three days
before each procession, they are
expected to abstain from meat and sex.
They also have to inform Judge Deity Lifu
Dashen (ZfFAi#) after getting their
faces painted and before beginning the
procession. After that, they are expected
to remain silent. In addition, drinking and
eating are prohibited, not to mention
smoking or chewing betel nuts.

To make this distinctive tradition more
visible, the troupe has participated in
several recent cultural activities. In 2021,
the generals met the Mazu of Fong Yun
Temple (Bl=%) during the pilgrimage.
This February, they were invited to

participate in the 2023 Carnaval de Nice
in France, receiving applause and
acclaim.

When troupe members were asked
how they felt about going to France to
perform, Jiahao (%) said: “After we
dress ourselves, we had the self-
consciousness of generals. This
momentum and pride did not come only
after performing abroad. We are always
proud of being generals.” Yiyuan (ZEJT)
added: “Even if foreigners like us a lot,
the most important thing is to raise
people's awareness about local folk
culture.” Troupe leader A-Ci (fa[fH) said
in a serious tone that, “l just want
everyone to know that it's a privilege and
an extreme honor to become a general.”

Gushan Diyue Temple

No. 20, Ln. 103, Hechuan St., Gushan Dist.,
Kaohsiung City (near the Circular Light Rail's
Gushan District Office Station (C17))



Kaohsiung's New Cruise

Terminal

©Written by Wang Ting-yun

©OTranslation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photo by Carter

©Photo courtesy of Information Bureau,
Kaohsiung City Government

The whale-shaped Kaohsiung Port
Cruise Terminal(S & IREA/[>) has
become the city's new landmark. The
inauguration ceremony was celebrated on
March 6th of this year, with the first
international cruise ships visiting the
harbor since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. It was celebrated as the Port of
Kaohsiung's (5i#®&) reopening to
welcome the world back to its shores.
Reiser + Umemoto, RUR Architecture
DPC, and local architectural firm Fei &
Cheng Associates (FRE&ZEZERMEHEAT)

were the designers
that worked on the
project. Kaohsiung
Port Cruise
Terminal was built
with a steel frame
structure. It has
two underground
and fifteen above-
ground floors. The
multiple arcs were
built to resemble
waves, with a bright and light atmosphere
inside. The terminal can accommodate
250,000-ton cruise ships.

A boardwalk on the third floor provides
breathtaking panoramic views of the port.
Therefore, it has become Kaohsiung's
newest scenic spot, where visitors can
enjoy a waterfront stroll. On one side,
visitors can enjoy views of the Kaohsiung
Pop Music Center (EHEHITSEEAD),
and on the other, they can look down and

SEVEN SEAS EXPT
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watch the cruise ships coming into the
terminal and docking.

The First Cruise Ships to Dock at
the Terminal

Taiwan welcomed the first two cruise
ships to dock at the new Kaohsiung Port
Cruise Terminal. One of these ships was
the Seven Seas Explorer cruise ship (5
SEIEZREYS). It was also the first to be
moored in the brand-new Kaohsiung Port
Cruise Terminal and had about 600
passengers onboard. The other ship was
the Westerdam (B LFf4558), which
docked nearby at the Penglai Cruise
Terminal (FZ3ERE /D).

Traveling on the Seven Seas Explorer
was a couple from Texas. It was their first
time visiting Taiwan. While in town, they
went to Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum
(BEEILBEREACZEE), Lotus Pond (GEHIE),

and other attractions in Kaohsiung. They

enjoyed Lotus Pond's Dragon and Tiger
Pagodas (BE£¥%) and learned they would
get good luck if they entered through the
dragon's mouth and exited from the tiger's
mouth! They also went to Meinong (E£i8)
and had Hakka (&%) cuisine for lunch,
which they thought was extremely
delicious!

Sachs and Artmento from California
visited the Kaohsiung MRT Formosa
Boulevard Station (JEEZXREEUL) to see
the "Dome of Light (¥ZZ&TH)," an
artwork created by renowned ltalian Artist
Narcissus Quagliata, who spent nearly
four and a half years working on it. They
were stunned and thought it was the most
gorgeous glass artwork ever created in
the world!

Travel Info :

To get to Kaohsiung Port Cruise Terminal, take
the Circular Light Rail and get off at the Cruise
Terminal Station(C9)

10
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