


Explore the World's First Mixed Reality

Theater in Kaohsiung!

©Written by Li Guei-sian

©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photo by Carter

©Photos courtesy of Moondream Reality

Building on the stunning visual
experience now possible via VR
technology, the world's first mixed-reality
(MR) theater, called Moondream Reality,
has been established in Asia's New Bay
Area in Kaohsiung. The theater employs
interactive technology to bring characters
vividly to life in front of participants' eyes.
Those who enter this domain find
themselves surrounded by immersive
projections that they can freely explore,
while interacting with virtual characters
and enjoying an unrivaled and
unprecedented all-embracing

experience.
In the popular work Flight of the
Flamingos, participants find themselves

in a colorful wetland inhabited by
flamingos. When they open their hands,
a bird's egg emerges. A little flamingo
pops out of the egg, and it then spreads
its wings. Flight of the Flamingos makes
it possible for participants to experience
everything from raising newborn
flamingos to taking care of adult birds.
Grown-up flamingos also invite gamers
to join their parties, which feature
incredible music.

“Mixed-reality theater treats the entire
environment as a carrier and canvas for
multimedia, and uses projection and
laser sensing to create an integrated
experience of the virtual and the real in
an open space,” says Ami Wu, head of
MoonShine Animation's Interactive
Department.

Moondream Reality Co., Ltd., which
operates the theater, is a subsidiary of
MoonShine Animation, a company
specializing in animation production and




somatosensory imaging. Wu says that
the theater serves as a venue for
Kaohsiung's VR applications. Its core
goals, she explains, include being a
stage on which new media artists and
teams can play, and a place where they
can present high-quality works to
audiences.

Rebirth is the result of a collaboration
between Moondream Reality and
FervorTaiwan Theater Troupe. The show
was inspired by Dijiang, the mountain
god who sings and dances in the Classic
of Mountains and Seas (also known as
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Shan Hai Jing, a
Chinese classic text).
Guided by the sound of
drums, participants
wander into a magical
forest beneath stars and
a bright moon to explore
the legend of Dijiang
and the monsters that
appear in Chinese
mythology. Using the
MR devices, audience members can
beat drums, as cranes are transformed
into the monsters and spirits that float
around. The legendary world of gods and
monsters thus comes vividly to life in
front of the audience's eyes.

The MR theater is a doorway into the
virtual world, and its leaders hope to
collaborate with more creators. It is
conceivable that, in the near future,
immersive concerts featuring close-range
interaction with singers, as well as
somatosensory museums featuring real-
time recreations of historical events, will
become commonplace. Thanks to the
region's advanced technologies and
industries, Asia's New Bay Area is
becoming a pioneer in the field of 5G
interactive entertainment.

Location: Kaohsiung Music Center
(Whale Promenade 01)
Open: 1:30 pm to 8 pm Friday, Saturday and
Sunday; closed Monday to Thursday.
Website: https://moondreamreality.com/
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Enjoy a Cycling Tour around Agongdian Reservoir

©Written by Li Siao-ping ©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photos by Carter

Located at the convergence
of Kaohsiung's Gangshan,
Yanchao, and Tianliao districts,
Agongdian Reservoir boasts a
waterside bike trail that goes
all the way around this scenic
landscape feature. In spring,
the route is beautified by
blossoming Pink Shower trees.
As cyclists cross the
suspension bridge, they can
enjoy a panoramic view of the
area's impressive topography.




The 8-kilometer-
long bicycle trail that
encircles Agongdian
Reservoir features
flat avenues and
long, straight
embankments. On
one side, there is a
shimmering
waterfront; on the
other, there is the lush greenery of
Agongdian Forest Park. The refreshing
environment makes people feel relaxed
and rejuvenated.

Every April, as the Pink Shower trees
erupt into color around the Forest Park's
ecological pond, butterflies soar high and
roam freely. During firefly season, which
runs from early April to mid-May, after-
dark visitors will feel as if they have
wandered into a surreal and magical
wonderland.

After riding around Agongdian, the
energetic or the hungry might want to
head to nearby Dagangshan to enjoy
delectable free-range chicken dishes, or
to brew a pot of tea while appreciating a
night view of the city. Visitors can enjoy a
leisurely bike ride amid mild breezes
while reveling in mesmerizing natural
scenery.

Leidayipin Free-range Chicken Town
is an especially popular restaurant. Its
signature dishes include Sweet Acacia
Chicken Soup, Plum Chicken Soup,
Fried Taro Balls, and Stir-fried Ma
Bamboo Shoots. These simple yet
timeless flavors attract a steady stream
of customers. From the outdoor tea-

making area,
visitors take in
pleasing views over
the lowlands toward
Gangshan.

On the other side
of Dagangshan,
there is a hillside
courtyard restaurant
named Nature
Simple. Owner Chen Su-yun, a tea
connoisseur with decades of experience,
says: “Savoring tea is a gradual process
that must be done with heart. People's
moods are settled as a result of the
transformation of space, and they come
to enjoy drinking tea.”

As night falls, lights within nearby
homes gradually come on, and the
fragrance of tea permeates the air. In this
delightful place, surrounded by lush
greenery, you can spend leisure time
with friends, chatting about everything
and nothing.

Travel information:

Agongdian Reservoir Scenic Area

Management Office [il/A[E/KEE S EEIER

Address: No. 1, Gongcheng Rd., Yanchao
Dist., Kaohsiung City

Tel: (07) 616-5641

Leidayipin Free-range Chicken Town

Restaurant FiZS & #iH

Address: No. 100-13, Gangan Rd., Tianliao
Dist., Kaohsiung City

Tel: (07) 636-1758

Nature Simple Restaurant
Ak 5 HBRF A SLZEME
Address: No. 1, Gangshan Vil., Alian Dist.,

Kaohsiung City
Tel: (07) 633-1187




Night Riding in Kaohsiung is All the Rage

©Written by Naru
©English translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter

It has become increasingly popular to
cycle the city after sunset. Popular
cycling paths include the downtown area,
Gangshan, and Cheng Ching Lake.
Currently, several small groups gather to
enjoy these night rides.

Yang Jhong-yuan, director of the
Kaohsiung International Bike Tourism
Promotion Association, also agrees that
cycling at night is quite a different
experience from riding during the day. He
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mentions that popular routes suitable for
beginners include the Asia's New Bay
Area, Martyrs' Shrine, Museum of Fine
Arts, Lotus Pond, Cheng Ching Lake,
and Jhengyi Railway Station. He advises
them to choose flatter routes surrounded
by greenery; beginner routes include
Fongshan, Fongshan River, the Old
Fongshan City Wall, and Lotus Pond.
The scenery along the way is
breathtaking, and the bicycle paths are
well-planned, making them ideal for




family rides. He also recommends West
Side Harbor Line Bike Path. The lights
along the coast are like sparkling stars. If
time allows, you can continue your
journey and visit Sizihwan and Shoushan
to appreciate the scenic nightspots.
Cyclists can also get to interesting places
such as Gangshan Skywalk. Although
the mountain road is much more
challenging, cyclists can enjoy the
panoramic views of the city at night.
When the weather is good, Ruby (an
office worker), regularly meets her
friends for evening bike rides. Since it is

usually hot and sunny in Kaohsiung,
evenings are far more suitable for
cycling. Whether it's along the romantic
Love River, serenaded by music, or
riding up the suburban hills that overlook
the city, night cycling has certainly
become a popular activity for avid
cyclists.

Weili's Cycling World blog has a
Tuesday night cyclist group. They often
ride around Dagangshan, Cheng Ching
Lake, the "Fo Guang 50" route from
Dashu to Fo Guang Shan Buddha
Museum, and Shoushan, a more
advanced cycling route.

Even though Kaohsiung has a
convenient transportation network, it also
provides numerous bike routes that are
popular with night cyclists. So, jump on
your bike and take an evening tour of
Kaohsiung's suburbs and port areas.
Enjoy the sea breeze as you cycle
beside the ocean and enjoy Kaohsiung's
scenic night views.



Seafood Congee - The Perfect Late-Night Snack

©Written by Li Siao-ping
OTranslation by Lin Yu-ciao
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Siangwei Seafood
Congee and Porridge
Boss are two of
Kaohsiung's most
recommended late-night
snack shops. They
feature fresh seafood; the
squids, fresh white
shrimps, tender oysters,
and clams are always of
the best quality. Locals
queue in front of the
shops every evening to
order their favorite late-
night dishes.

Siangwei Seafood Congee

Signature Classic
Seafood Congee is
popular with the locals
and made from fresh
white prawns, scallops,
squids, crab legs, and
plump oysters delivered daily from Budai
Port. The broth is made with chicken and
pork bones that simmer for four hours.
Then shredded ginger, bamboo shoots,
and seafood are added. Rice soaks up
the broth, and then celery and crispy
fried shallot garnishes are added at the
end. It creates a mouthwatering aroma.
Steamed Seafood Medley is another

popular dish. It has an abundance of
seafood served in a steaming porridge
with pepper and salt. Hungry guests
enjoy delicious fresh seafood and an
aromatic atmosphere.

Porridge Boss Courtyard Restaurant

Porridge Boss Courtyard Restaurant is
another popular late-night congee shop.



It is run by a second-generation chef Syu
Shun-san, who makes popular dishes
with carefully selected fresh fish and
shrimps in a boiled soup.

The broth is made from white
radishes, onions, scallions, gingers, and
pork bones that simmer for eight hours.
The nutritious broth is delicious and is
popular with the Syu family's eighty-year-
old grandma, who often visits the store.
Syu Shun-san's father, Syu Yi-cyun, has
always emphasized using the finest

quality ingredients.
He is responsible for
going to the fishing
port every day to
purchase fresh catch.

If you aren't in the
mood for congee,
Porridge Boss also
offers Boneless Beef
Short Ribs, Salt and
Pepper Matsusaka
Pork, and delicious
barbeque items. They
even have some
pasta dishes on the
menu. So, for late-
night snack gourmets,
Porridge Boss has a
variety of fresh and
tasty dishes. Give it a
try and join the locals
that line up every
night. It might
become one of your
favorite late-night
dishes.

Siangwei Seafood Congee FIE;EEN

Address : No. 7, Cisian 1st Road, Sinsing
District, Kaohsiung City

Phone : (07)225-5302

Business hours : 16:00-00:00

Porridge Boss Courtyard Restaurant

WEAREETEEE

Address : No. 22, Yide Road, Cianjhen
District, Kaohsiung City
Phone : (07)338-3966
Business hours: 11:00-14:00 ~ 16:00-22:00
(Closed on Tuesdays)




Shoushan Hiking Trails Night Tour

©Written by Li Siao-ping
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Jhang Jin-ruei, Zeng Sin-yao

As the scorching hot sun sets, and
the curtain of night falls, Shoushan
National Nature Park becomes a
refreshing and pleasant option for
adventurous explorers. Visitors can wear
headlamps and enter forests full of
monkeys, experiencing a side of
Kaohsiung entirely different from the
stunning scenery visible during the day.

North Shoushan

“The most fascinating aspect of
nighttime observation is that, no matter
how many times you go up the mountain,
you'll encounter different creatures,” says
Makadao Guide Association member
Liao De-song, his words sparking
sightseers' expectations.

Soon after setting out from the
Longcyuan Temple Trailhead to explore
the nighttime ecological paradise that is

North Shoushan, Mr. Liao points his
flashlight at a large and intact spider's
web. “This spider sleeps during the day
and comes out at night to make webs.
It's like a ghost, so it's called
Neoscona punctigera [orb-weaver
spider],” he says.

We see two large African Land
Snails mating while a black slug
(Vaginulus alte) slowly moves
forward. Walking stick insects cling
to branches that sway gently in the
wind. Because they are masters of
camouflage, it is difficult to
distinguish them from the branches.
On the wooden-plank track, a
specimen of Thelyphonida (also known
as a whip scorpion or vinegaroon)
passes by; it resembles a scorpion but is
not venomous.




Visiting North Shoushan is like
watching a reality show on the Animal
Planet TV channel. From the hiking trail,
the observant can see an abundance of
natural wonders and nocturnal ecological
treasures. It is an eye-opening
experience likely to inspire a return visit.

South Shoushan

The 228 Peace Memorial Park
adjacent to Shoushan Zoo is where
South Shoushan begins. Brightly-lit
nearby buildings resemble glittering
jewels on black velvet. Stepping onto the
hiking trail via the stairs next to
Jhongsing Pavilion, nature's orchestra
soon becomes audible. Amid the frogs
and toads, Mecopoda elongata (bush
crickets) and katydids can be heard
calling. Arriving at the viewing platform
adjacent to Siangsih Pavilion, there are
panoramic views of Siaoguei Mountain,

Mount Banping, Chang-Gu World Trade
Center, and E-Da World's Ferris Wheel.

From Ciman Rest Area, the Dream
Mall Ferris Wheel, Kaohsiung Music
Center, and other landmarks are to be
admired. The city is full of lights, a
manmade Milky Way that spills across
the metropolis. It is no wonder that
people embrace this nighttime scenery,
cooled by gentle breezes and soothed by
the chirping sounds of insects.

North Shoushan (Longcyuan Temple
Next to the Chinese Buddhist Temple
Association

South Shoushan Trailhead FF= L& L0

At the intersection of Wanshou Rd. and
Jhangshou Rd.
Makadao Guide Association

BREBEENRGE
Tel : 0932-742-037 (Guide Liao De-song)
Mail : liaothesong@gmail.com
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