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Weaving Dreams at Banana and

OWritten by Cindy
OPhotos by Li Siao-ping
©OEnglish translation by Hou Ya-ting

Mr. Jhong Shih-wei, a native of
Kaohsiung's Meinong District, was

lured back to his hometown by a desire to
return to his roots. He now manages a
homestay business in his family's sanhe
yuan (a traditional Chinese three-section
compound house). Mr. Jhong inherited
the single-story building from his
grandfather in 2013. Three years later, he
moved back to Meinong to run what is
now called Banana and Phonograph
Records Sanhe Yuan Private Lodge. The
name salutes his grandfather, a banana
farmer, and his mother, who adored

music.

Mr. Jhong says that when he took over
the sanhe yuan, it was more than 70
years old and in poor condition. His
renovation efforts included replacing
many of the roof tiles and preserving
original furniture such as his
grandmother's canopy bed, a dressing
table, and a machine for drying tobacco
leaves.

Mr. Jhong recalls that one day, when
he saw sunlight come in from the
courtyard and light up his grandfather's




reading table through a
green lattice window, he
realized how little the
scenery had changed since
he was a little boy. This
inspires him year after year,
and gives him a sense of
serenity which convinces
him that he was right to
return to his hometown.

Meinong's culture and
diverse scenery attract both
domestic and foreign
tourists. An elderly
Japanese lady, a regular
guest at Mr. Jhong's lodge, said she has
visited Taiwan five times, and her favorite
place to stay is Banana and Phonograph
Records Sanhe Yuan Private Lodge.
Explaining her fondness for the homestay,
she mentions that it is located near Mt.
Yueguang, and whenever Mt. Yueguang
is showered by a downpour, the
surrounding area seems to be coated with
a rich greeness. The lodge has red roof
tiles and white walls, and is surrounded
by green farmland. There are several
small mountains in the background,
prompting many to compare the
landscape to a traditional ink-and-wash
painting.

Mr. Jhong's lodge boasts some
captivating decorations. Old furniture and
household gadgets have been given new
functions. A set of “red turtle” rice-cake
molds are displayed on a wall; a plow now
holds dried flowers; a tobacco-curing
chamber has become a room in which Mr.
Jhong displays more than 4,500

phonograph records that
were collected by his
mother. Mr. Jhong likes to
play these vinyl records for
his guests. When the stylus
meets a disk, vintage
songs animate the lodge.

Mr. Jhong says that the
greatest reward he has
enjoyed since intricately
renovating the building is a
deeper appreciation of his
Hakka identity. He has
scrutinized every detail
within the house. When he
looks at the engraved couplets and
paintings around the ancestral shrine, he
realizes that his ancestors were
bestowing their expectations and wishes
on their offspring. This helps him grasp
what it means to be Hakka.

Banana and Phonograph Records
Sanhe Yuan Private Lodge is a place
where visitors can experience authentic
Hakka culture in Meinong, and partake of
the town's unique beauty.

Banana and Phonograph Records Sanhe
Yuan Private Lodge Information:

No. 34, Lane 112, Singlong 1st St., Meinong
Dist., Kaohsiung City

Tel: 0912-823-556

FB: https://reurl.cc/1Q1yyW

Transportation Information:

Take Cishan-Meinong Freeway Express Bus
Route B from Zuoying High-Speed Railway
Station and get off at Meinong Bus Station.
Tourists will then need to take an eight-minute
taxi ride, costing approximately NT$150, to reach
Banana and Phonograph Records Sanhe Yuan
Private Lodge.

Please see illustrated Meinong map.



Yong-an's Historical Sites

OWritten by Chen Ting-fang
©OPhotos by Zeng Sin-yao
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting

Ms. Syue Huei-chan is a tour guide
from the Eco-educational Center in

Yong-an Wetlands Park. She enjoys
taking visitors around Yong-an District.
Her beloved home district is located in
one of Kaohsiung City's coastal districts
and has plenty of interesting places to
see. There are numerous fish farms,
historical paintings of salt flats, beaches,
traditional architecture, and Yong-an
Wetlands Park.

The traditional, three-sided courtyard
homes are still very common in Yantian.
The fishing village is a gem, and visitors
come from afar to see it. Ms. Syue's tours
showcase the community's natural way of
life and their daily routines. Visitors find it
authentic and captivating.

Yongan Wetlands Park was once
Wushulin Village and previously
organized around salt
production.

=

In 1908, salt industry professionals
moved from Tainan to settle in Yantian.
Wushulin salt flats began production
during Japanese colonial rule of Taiwan.
In its heyday, the salt flats had once
covered 100 ha. In 1984, Taiwan Power
Company took over the Wushulin Salt
Factory and later terminated production.
Yantian's community
decided their rich
‘ history was




~ Sinsing intersection

worth preserving. Paintings on the
community's traditional brick homes
commemorate the glory of the historical
salt flats. Paintings depict workers
carrying salt baskets, salt patrol police,
salt vendors, locals drying fish and locals
carrying out daily activities, such as going
to the grocery store, barber shop and
eating at traditional vendors, etc. The wall
paintings beautifully capture the traditional
lifestyle of the community when it was a
key salt producer. The salt flats were
previously owned by the government, so
paintings also depict how the police
previously monitored the flats and
prevented theft. The wall paintings have
turned Yantian Community into a tourist

Salt Flats Transportation:

Take the Red 79 bus from Gangshan South
Kaohsiung Metro Station and get off at Yantian
Station.

Kaohsiung's Public Bike Rental Service:
Public bikes can be rented at the Yongda and

Diamond Beach Transportation:

Take Red 79 bus from Gangshan South MRT
Station and get off at Yantian Station. The beach
entrance can be found at 27-2 Sinsing Road,
which is adjacent to Yong-an Fishermen's
Association.

Kaohsiung's Public Bike Rental Station:

s Bike riding is a wonderful way to tour Diamond
Beach. There is a public bike rental station
located at the Yongda and Sinsing intersection.

Please see illustrated Yong-an map.

destination. The paintings can be found
mostly along Sinsing Road but are also
found on Youngda Road. Local residents
are extremely proud of their community's
rich history and are very hospitable and
friendly towards visitors.

Diamond Beach

Diamond Beach is almost 3 kilometers
long and can be accessed from Shihban
Road, which is located in the Singang
Community. Countless tiny shells are
washed up along the beach, glimmering
like diamonds in the sun. There is also
an art installation along the beach. This
collaboration was created by the Singang
residents. They depict birds found in the
region. The beach is the residents' pride
and joy; therefore, it is meticulously
maintained. They often organize
volunteer beach cleanup events and
actively preserve the natural maritime
landscape.




©Written by Chen Ting-fang
©Photos by Zeng Sin-yao
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting

Young-an Wetlands Park was
originally known as the Wushulin
Salt Flats. Salt production began during
Japanese colonialism. In 1984, Taiwan
Power Company took over Yong-an
Wetlands Park. They had
originally intended to store
coal combustion

11

residual there; however, they never did
carry out these plans.

The park is home to numerous species,
birds, costal plants and a lumnitzera
racemosa mangrove forest. It is one of
Taiwan's most diverse natural regions.
Other plants include pandanus tectorius,
bead trees, and black mangroves, etc.
There are also more than 140 bird
species in the region, as well as
numerous amphibians, reptiles,
insects, fish, shrimps, crabs,
and conchs, etc.

Taiwan Power
Compan y has allowed
Kaohsiung City Government to use the
land so that the government would be
able to refurbish and maintain the park's
natural ecology as well as to record the
number of species that live in the
wetlands. Kaohsiung City Government
has developed the educational center.

When people come to Yong-an
Wetlands Park, they are encouraged to
visit the educational center first. This is
located at the opposite end of the park,
which is near to the now abandoned
Singang Elementary School. Ms. Syue
Huei-chan, is a tour guide that works in




the wetlands' educational center. She was
excited to share that last year, for the very
first time, greater flamingos were spotted
in the park. The greater flamingo is the
largest of the flamingo family. This makes
Yong-an Wetlands Park a heaven for bird
lovers. During the winter, the endangered
Black-faced Spoonbills have also made
the park one of their stops in their
migration route. The best place to see
these exotic birds is at one of the viewing
pavilions that can be found along Yongda
and Yanbao Roads. Bird lovers will love
the variety of wildlife that they can see
there.

Since the area was once a thriving salt

factory, the locals have preserved the
historical salt production site. Built in
1919, the former Wushulin Salt Company
is now open for visitors to come and get
an understanding of the region's special
history.

For five years now, Ms. Syue has been
serving the wetlands as a guide and
nature expert. Her favorite place is in one
of the bird watching pavilions, where she
often goes to relax with a cup of coffee.
Ms. Syue loves Yong-an's gorgeous
landscape, which was what inspired her
to become a park expert. She also feels
the winter season is particularly enticing
and the best time to see the park's
numerous migrating birds. She
hopes that everyone will come and
enjoy the park's nature and beauty.

Yong-an Wetlands Park

Yong-an Wetlands Park is situated at the
opposite of the Yong-an Wetlands Park
Educational Center.

Transportation information:

Take the Red 79 bus from Gangshan South
Kaohsiung Metro Station and get off at
Yantian Station.

Yong-an Wetlands Park Educational Center

Address: No. 81, Yongda Road, Yong-an
District, Kaohsiung City

Phone (07)691-3037

Hours of operation: Wednesday to Sunday
and holidays (8:00 -12:00 and 13:30 — 17:00)
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Introducing the Information Bureau's
mascot Shiba Inu Dog, LOVE. His
Chinese name is Laifu, a metaphor
for prosperity and good fortune.
©Photo by Huang Jing-wen
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