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Ilustrator Lin Jia-dong Showcases

Kaohsiung's Rural Towns | . T

©Written by Li Guei-sian
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
Olllustrations by Lin Jia-dong ‘4&\

Kaohsiung City Government's new
2023 calendar is one of illustrator
Lin Jia-dong's most recent works. He
was born and raised in Meinong. The
calendar showcases Kaohsiung's
picturesque attractions. Its central
focus is a gentleman and lady sitting
together enjoying a meal, with a
backdrop of numerous billboards
advertising regional gourmet
restaurants and food specialties.
Crowds also mingle in the background
as they go about their daily lives. Itis a
captivating calendar.

Jia-dong leads visitors around
Kaohsiung's towns through his
illustrations, which showcase
Kaohsiung's picturesque attractions.
Cishan, Meinong, Liouguei, and
Cieding Wetland Park are four of his
favorite places on his list. His work
captures intriguing moments in
people's mundane daily lives that
often get missed. Lin Jia-dong highly
recommends visitors from other cities
to come and see Meinong. When he
returns to Meinong, he enjoys chatting
with friends at the previous police
station that has been converted into a
cultural center.

Changmei Ice Shop

The long-established Changmei Ice
Shop is highly recommended for
Cishan's visitors. It is a truly iconic
shop in the town, well-known for its
desserts and relaxing ambiance.
Sinwei Forest Park

Sinwei Forest Park is Lin Jia-dong's
favorite summer retreat. It features
mahogany tree-lined paths and
panoramic views of neighboring
Maolin.




Meinong Shihsingding Hill
Since he was a child, Jia-
dong has always loved
Meinong's Shihsingding Hill
for its panoramic views of the
surrounding Longdu plains.
Wugu temple is also located on top of
the hill. The temple serves as a
worship center for the Meinong
community. He always enjoys the
lively ambiance of Hakka festivals and
religious ceremonies.
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Cieding Wetland Park

Cieding Wetland Park is in the
northern part of Kaohsiung. With its
numerous waterbirds, Lin Jia-dong
recommends visitors to walk along the
seawall and stay to watch the sunset.
Jia-dong said that he particularly likes
its vast natural landscape.
Ruh Café No.1

Ruh Café No.1 is where
Lin Jia-dong gets his coffee
to go. Interestingly, he has
always admired the
shop's distinctive design.
He then discovered that
one of his friends had
been the designer.
Therefore, he feels a
tremendous connection with rn— e N AR
the store.

q’ No. 99, Wunjhong Rd., Cishan Dist., Kaochsiung

City
No. 171, Sinwei, Liouguei Dist., Kaohsiung City
Ruh Café No.1 g8 AMIE—5E5

No. 217, Sihwei 3rd Rd., Lingya Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

Meinong Shihsingding Chaotian
Wugu Temple =ERiIESHXARS
No. 18, Gueishan St., Shihshan Vil., Meinong
Dist., Kaohsiung City
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Kaohsiung: (& TSG Hawks’ Home City

©Written by Li Ding-yuan
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos courtesy of the TSG Hawks

Kaohsiung residents’ longing for a
local professional baseball team has

finally come to an end! The TSG Hawks,
a Kaohsiung-based team owned by
Taiwan Steel Group (TSG), officially
entered Taiwan’s Chinese Professional
Baseball League (CPBL) as the league’s
sixth team on April 27, 2022.

TSG has committed NT$100 million to

the local baseball revitalization fund. With
Chengcing Lake Stadium as its home
field, the team strives to strengthen its
roots in Kaohsiung, and aims to build “a
team loved by Kaohsiung citizens.”

The TSG Hawks hired Lin Chen-hsien
as team coordinator to organize the team
from scratch. They are scheduled to
compete in CPBL’s Minor League in 2023
to accumulate practical experience, and
then make their Major League debut in
2024.

Hoping to usher in a golden age for
southern fans who have been crying out
to see determined players at their best,
the TSG Hawks have been actively
building up their strength. The first player
signed by the team is the no. 1 pick in the
2022 CPBL draft: shortstop Zeng Zih-you,
a graduate of Taoyuan Municipal Pingjen
Senior High School. Recruiting local
players is an important facet of the team’s
commitment to its home city. Accordingly,
this year, of the 30 young players
selected by the TSG Hawks, 10 live or
study in Kaohsiung.

The TSG Hawks began training this
September, and it has hired Hirokazu
Ibata, an Olympic gold medalist and
recipient of seven Nippon Professional
Baseball Golden Gloves, to serve as 4
a special instructor (infield defense 4&
coach) to impart various theories
and concepts to the players. By moves
such as these, the TSG Hawks are
injecting new vigor and vitality into




2023 season, the TSG Hawks are
interacting and exchanging ideas with
schools and teams in Kaohsiung as part
of the local baseball revitalization plan.
This October, Hirokazu Ibata led players
including Huang Bing-yang, Ciou Bang,
and Sun Yi-shen to visit Kao-Yuan
Vocational High School of Technology &
Commerce. The TSG Hawks offered
guidance and instruction to the school’s
baseball team. Lin Chen-hsien was also
present to exchange ideas with coaches
and players.

Next year, fans of the TSG Hawks will
be able to see the team in action at
\\Chengcing Lake Stadium. From 2028, the

3 Yellow Line of the Kaohsiung
Metro will serve the Chengcing
Lake area, making it even more
: convenient for fans to come and watch
s games. Southern Taiwan’s baseball
Taiwan'’s professional baseball scene. paradise is sure to get fans’ adrenaline

In preparation for the opening of the flowing!




Chen Jia-hong = Slow Life in the Waterfront Village

(il

©Written by Li Guei-sian

©OTranslation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photos courtesy of Ml NUNG Village

©Photos by Zeng Sin-yao, Chen Jia-hong,
Carter

Whether it is the Shihzihtou Irrigation
System built during the 1895-1945

period of Japanese colonial rule, or the
Meinong River that runs through the city's
rural interior, canals have irrigated the
land and helped sustain the people of
Meinong for generations. These
waterways have become part of people's
lives. Chen Jia-hong, one of the
organizers of the Meinong Canal Trip Arts
Festival, and also editor-in-chief of Mi
Nung Magazine, led the way for us to
take in the scenic views of the road
beside the canal.

The Meinong Canal Trip Arts Festival
took place during the Mid-Autumn
Festival, and decorated paper lanterns
along the canal illuminated the scenic
countryside. The dazzlingly bright
lanterns were reflected in the water, and a

bright moon hung high, radiating romantic
ambiance on the waterfront.
These are Chen Jia-hong's
recommended routes:
Meinong Canal

You may see bridges linking the roads
on both sides of the canal as you stroll
alongside it. On hot summer days, locals
spend their free time playing in the waters
of the canal, which has become part of
their daily lives.
Meinong Old Bridge

Meinong OId Bridge, built in 1930,
spans the Meinong River. At one end of
the bridge is Meinong Market where
vendors gather; at the other is Yongan
Old Street, where there are many
shops. The old bridge functions
as an avenue for locals to
purchase daily necessities. Even
though a new bridge was built
nearby, residents are still in the
habit of crossing the old bridge.
According to Chen Jia-hong, such
a way of living is an unnoticed
attachment that has developed



into a regular routine.
Yongan Old Street

Once Meinong's busiest street,
Yongan Old Street gradually fell silent as
the town's center of gravity shifted. Local
youths have promoted its revitalization
through arts and cuisines. Now, near the
century-old Jinsing Hakkanese Blue
Shirts Shop stand several other
fascinating stores. These include
Meinong Tankaotang, a bakery that uses
a special local ingredient, a kind of
vegetable known as the white-water
snowflake, to bake pastries; and Farmer's
Life, which sells white-water snowflake
dumplings.
Flat Noodle Street

Flat Noodle Street is where eateries
serving flat noodles made of rice flour
(bantiao) are located. Chen Jia-hong
strongly recommends trying Meinong Flat

Noodles, Ginger Stir-Fried Large
Intestines, and Stewed Cabbage. These
authentic and delectable cuisines are
sure to excite your taste buds and make
you want to come back again and again.
Mino Tobacco

In 2022, the more than 80-year-old
Meinong Tobacco Leaf Counseling Center
was renovated for reopening as Mino
Tobacco. It is a brand-new location where
visitors can experience the traditions and
cuisine of Meinong through cultural-
creative stores that sell quality local
products, and restaurants which serve
local ingredients.

Flat Noodle Street #R{&#ET

Meising St., Meinong Dist., Kaohsiung City
Mino Tobacco FE4)FR

No. 25, Sec. 1, Jhongshan Rd., Meinong Dist.,
Kaohsiung City




Tianliao's Badlands: Liang Shu-ting Leads

the Way

©Written by Li Guei-sian

©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photos by Yang Wei-ren, Zeng Sin-yao

©Photos Courtesy of Moon World Farmer
Shop

“Tianliao features more than just
Moon World,” says Liang Shu-ting.
To promote her hometown and its local
culture, she started the Moon World
Farmer shop. It is not only a breakfast
shop, but also serves as a hub for local
tourism and regional revitalization. She
leads visitors to explore Tianliao and
enjoy farming experiences, DIY
handicrafts activities, community tours,
and other events which connect the
human and ecological aspects of Tianliao.
The shop promotes various interactive
local tours. In addition to introducing the
special badland landscape of Moon
World, visitors can also visit

the area's vegetable and fruit production
areas. The highly alkaline soil is rich in
sodium and magnesium, and the fruits
grown are particularly sweet. After visitors
pick some along the way, the breakfast
shop is suddenly transformed into a DIY
kitchen space.

These are Moon World Farmer's
recommended routes:
Mudstone Badlands

If you carefully observe the
mudstone badlands, you will



find that the muddy
material has a slight
blue-gray tint, so it
is also known as
blue-gray
mudstone. When
viewed from the
side, the surface of
the mudstone
displays a layer of
silvery-white crystal
reflections that
shine with salt. This is why people gave
this special landform full of blue-gray
mudstone a romantic name: Moon World.
Wushanding Mud Volcano

Roughly 3.5m in height, Wushanding
Mud Volcano is the highest cone-shaped
mud volcano in Taiwan. Underground gas
pushes mud to the surface along fissures
created by the Cishan geological fault,
creating this volcano-like mud-spewing
feature. The mud from the cone flows out
slowly, forming a river-like natural texture
on the surface.

Erren River Agriculture Field
(Seasonal)

Each October, after the end of the
typhoon season, until April of the following
year, farmers cultivate the banks of the
Erren River. The soil deposited by the
meandering river is not only unusually
fertile, but also infested by fewer pests.
Farmers plant vegetables, sweet
potatoes, pumpkins, tomatoes, corn, and
other crops here. This annual cycle lasts
until the following rainy season, when the
riversides are once again flooded.
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No. 91, Chongde Rd., Chongde Vil., Tianliao
Dist., Kaohsiung City
Book a guided tour via the Moon World Farmer
Facebook page.
Tianliao Moon World Landform Park
Bt RS AER
No. 36, Yueciou Rd., Chongde Vil., Tianliao
Dist., Kaohsiung City
Sun Valley X%
Pidi Ln., Fantian Rd., Jinshan Vil., Yanchao
Dist., Kaohsiung City
Wushanding Mud Volcano Nature
Reserve SIUIBRAILERFEE
No. 183-8, Shenshuei Sect., Yanchao Dist.,
Kaohsiung City




Take a Coastal Bike Ride and Enjoy

the Local Cuisine

©Written by Naru

©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photos by Carter, Zeng Sin-yao,
Lin Jhong-sian, and Hung Jing-wun

©Photo courtesy of Tourism Bureau,
Kaohsiung City Government

T ake a relaxing bicycle ride along the
spectacular seaside and enjoy
panoramic views of the ocean by day and
sunset by night. It is recommended to
start at Singda Harbor in Cieding District
and cycle along the coastal cycling path
to the scenic Yongan Wetlands, and then
continue to Mituo's Seaside Light
Corridor. The perfect way to end a day of
cycling is at the Kezailiao Tourist Fish
Market, where numerous stalls offer
delicious, freshly cooked seafood
delicacies.
Cieding Mullet Roe

Singda Harbor in Cieding District
produces the greatest amount of Taiwan's

— z ]

mullet roe. Every year, production begins
around the winter solstice. The fishing
port immediately comes to life when the
fishing boats loaded with mullet dock.
During the winter, the thick, mullet roe
slices can be seen drying in the sun, and
it is also the only season that they can be
purchased locally.

Along with the iconic dried mullet roe,
visit Singda Harbor Tourist Fish Market,
where there are various seafood dishes to
enjoy. Continue south on the cycling path
from Lover's Wharf and check out the
various large-scale art installations along
the way. The path will then lead to two
conical white towers where
visitors can enjoy the
breathtaking ocean scenery.
Yongan Wetlands

The tranquil fishing
village features salt fields,
fishponds, Avicennia
marina, and white-flowered
black mangroves
(Lumnitzera racemosa).
Check out the intertidal
zone's ecology, where

A



visitors can see waterfowl, crabs,
mudskippers, and marine
creatures.

Yongan Wetlands are a well-
known bird habitat where about
110 species of birds inhabit the
area or migrate there during the
winter. Migratory birds from
October to April include Purple
Herons from Siberia and Black-
faced Spoonbills.

Mituo's Seaside Light Corridor

Cycle along the coastline and
enjoy the sunset at Mituo's Seaside
Light Corridor. There is a long
boardwalk that extends into the ocean. It's
a great place to take in the spectacular
scenery and watch the sun go down.
Kezailiao Tourist Fish Market

Kezailiao, famous for its stalls of
freshly cooked seafood delicacies, is at
the end of the coastal cycling path. Some
of its more popular specialties include
oyster rolls and shrimp rolls. Locals often
pick them up to share with friends. People
can also purchase fresh fish and get the
restaurant next door to cook it to order.

Singda Harbor Tourist Fish Market

No. 88, Dafa Rd., Cieding Dist., Kaohsiung City
Yongan Wetlands Ecological Education
Center XZiRithFEREHEHD

No. 81, Yongda Rd., Yantian Vil., Yongan Dist.-
Kaohsiung City

Mituo's Seaside Light Corridor

SERE R AIEE YR

No. 96, Nanliao Rd., Mituo Dist., Kaohsiung
City

Kezailiao Fishing Port #i{F& @&
No. 32, Yugang 2nd Rd., Zihguan Dist.,
Kaohsiung City
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