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New Industries Building
Kaohsiung's Economy

©English translation: Hou Ya-ting
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I n its early years, Kaohsiung began to develop though its
port. Today, Kaohsiung’s port area continues to transform,
with its Asia’s New Bay Area, public construction projects. It
is believed these four new key public buildings will make the
region more competitive. They feature an exhibition center
and main public library, which were opened in 2014, a
music center that is expected to open in 2019 and a port
terminal that will open in 2020. The projects and other
tourist attractions connect up with the first stage of the Light
Rail Transit System, which is also a part of the Asia's New
Bay Area in Kaohsiung projects and went into service last
year.

Each of the construction projects have been designed to
upgrade different aspects of the city and increase its
economic potential. Kaohsiung Exhibition Center was
designed to develop the region’s MICE industry (meetings,
incentive travel, conferences and exhibitions). The eight-
story, Kaohsiung Main Public Library was built to encourage
residents to develop greater reading habits and hopes with
increasingly knowledgeable locals, the city will be able to
increase its global outlook and competitiveness. With its
5000-seat indoor concert hall, 12,000-seat outdoor
performance venue and six small performance spaces, it is
hoped that Kaohsiung Music Center will transfer Kaohsiung
into a well-known music hub. Kaohsiung Port Terminal will
have the capacity to birth two 22.5 tons cruise ships and
serve over 2,500 tourists. The fifteen-floor structure, with its
two underground levels, will offer a convenient one-stop
information and assistance service for visitors.

Technology Development

Online games have become a popular world trend and
can offer development companies enormous economic
potential. Kaohsiung has a booming technological industry,
with online games and animation being amongst its largest
sectors. Taiwan is also a leader in virtual reality equipment
manufacturing. These sectors have become known as the
Fun Tech industry and are defined as a synthesis of trendy
digital game technologies such as Virtual Reality (VR),
Augmented Reality (AR) and Mixed Reality (MR). This is
the new modern initiative that is central to Taiwan’s
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economic development plan. Fun Tech includes digital and
interactive entertainment, rehabilitation programs, artificial
intelligence and interactive technologies for language
learning. Kaohsiung City Government hopes to establish a
Fun Tech corridor that will be situated between Asia’s New
Bay Area and Pier-2 Art Center. It will include technical
support and research and development centers. It is hoped
that it will develop into a Fun Tech cluster, which would
maximize the industry’s regional potential.

Kaohsiung’'s BROGENT Technologies Inc. is a leading
company in Taiwan. Last year, Kaohsiung Technology Park

opened i-Ride Experience Center. The simulated flight ride -
was developed with leading technological equipment..
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Visitors sit on a suspended seat and face a giant dome
screen. The film projects Kaohsiung from above and features
its attractions such as Pier-2 Art Center and Liouhe Night
Market. The simulation ride takes riders from Kaohsiung’s
downtown area and through the port, then out to its rural
mountainous areas. Riders feel as though they are soaring
through the air; when they approach Laonong River, they
feel its mist on their face. It is an exciting, highly realistic
experience that also includes special effects such as wind,
sound, light and scents.

In 2008, BROGENT created their first simulated ride at E-Da
Theme Park. It opened its simulated games area in 2010,
which was well received by park visitors. They have since
brought simulated rides to Japan, Canada and the United
States. This international recognition has greatly promoted
regional technology and VR games and has made
BROGENT a leading international company in the field.

A Booming e-Sports Industry

In October, Kaohsiung Music Center will open the Whale
e-Sports Arena, which will be Taiwan’s first of its kind. This
will be operated by Taiwan’s professional e-sport developers:
Taiwan e-Sports League. The International e-Sports
Federation will hold the E-sport World Championships, 2018,
at Kaohsiung Arena from November 9 -11. Players from more
than 50 countries are expected to attend. This is also
anticipated to promote local technology, E-sports, online
game development and PC game industries. In the future
Kaohsiung city government hopes to host increasing e-Sport
tournaments and transform itself into an international E-sport
hub.

Website information:

Asia’s New Bay Area in Kaohsiung
http://asiasnewbay.kcg.gov.tw/

Kaohsiung Software Park
http://ksp.org.tw/index/

Kaohsiung Music Center

http://w9.khcc.gov.tw/khcemusic/kcgmusiccenter.htmi




Kaohsiung's Cultural Industries
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Kaohsiung's industrial development has given the city a
prosperous economy. At the same time, being an
industrial city has brought Kaohsiung various problems,
such as lingering pollution. Because these get in the way of
sustainable development, more than a decade ago,
Kaohsiung began endeavoring to transform its heavy
industries into cultural industries.

Kaohsiung's flourishing cultural industries can now be
observed from three perspectives: Pier-2 Art Center;
Kaohsiung's film development program; and Digital Art
Kaohsiung United Office. Together, they are filling the city
with vibrant creativity and facilitating the emergence of
cultural industry clusters.

Pier-2 Art Center

Pier-2 Art Center is becoming recognized as a major arts
center in south Taiwan. By preserving and repurposing old
harbor warehouses, it is a testament to the development of
the city's port. Originally, these warehouses were used to
store fish, flour, and granulated sugar. Long abandoned
before being taken over by local artists in 2001, they now
function as a major artistic base. Since 2006, the city
government has managed the site as Pier-2 Art Center.

From its humble beginnings, utilizing just two and a half
warehouses, and hosting only two or three exhibitions a year,
Pier-2 Art Center has grown to cover 25 warehouses.
Between them, they serve as venues for 30 to 40 exhibitions
a year.

Pier-2 Art Center is now one of the city's most popular
sightseeing attractions. It exudes a special ambiance and
offers visitors a sophisticated environment that encompasses
local historical relics and the West Harbor Line Bike Path.
The West Harbor Line Bike Path, which runs right through
Pier-2 Art Center, was originally the West Harbor Rail Line, a
branch railroad that delivered goods to and from the port.
Visitors flock to Pier-2 Art Center for the themed exhibitions
and art installations. Others come here simply to enjoy a
stroll or a bike ride.

Kaohsiung's Film Policy

Cinema and television can reveal the culture, lifestyles,
and scenery of a city. Kaohsiung City Government hopes to
imprint images of Kaohsiung through a variety of cinematic
genres by cultivating the local film industry. Among the
supporting measures that have been taken are: the holding

each year since 2001 of the Kaohsiung Film Festival;
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establishing the Kaohsiung Film Archives (also in 2001);
investing 10% of the film production budget under the name
of the Kaohsiung Film Fund since 2007; establishing the
Film Development and Production Center in 2009; holding
the KFF (Kaohsiung Film Festival) International Short Film
Competition regularly since 2011; and hosting the
Kaohsiung Shorts event since 2013.

The city government also makes an all-out effort to
efficiently assist casting-crew requests and arrange road
closures so filming can go ahead.

These measures have successfully enticed film-industry
and cinematic talents to put down roots in Kaohsiung. On
the top of that, the policy of investing in movies over 75
minutes in length under the name of the Kaohsiung Film
Fund demonstrates the city government's sincere ambition
to forge solid partnerships with the industry in order to
promote Kaohsiung.

The Bold, The Corrupt and The Beautiful was a recent

success thanks to investment by the Kaohsiung Film Fund.
The Bold, The Corrupt and The Beautiful won the best
feature film, best leading actress, and best supporting
actress awards at the 2017 Golden Horse Film Awards, a
major event in the world of Chinese-language movies. Two
thirds of the film was shot in Kaohsiung, sharing
Kaohsiung's scenery with a worldwide audience.

Digital Art Kaohsiung United Office

Kaohsiung City Government is nurturing the digital
content industry, and so established Digital Art Kaohsiung
United Office (DAKUOQO) in 2012 as a base and platform to
foster entrepreneurship and cultivate young talents and
entrepreneurs, in the hope they will grow into a digital-
content industry cluster.

DAKUO offers co-working space for up to 30 teams in the
field. Some are freelancers; others are small teams.
Another of DAKUQ's major tasks is to incubate large to
medium scaled companies and foreign companies; DAKUO
handles every issue its clients may encounter in Kaohsiung.
DAKUO also facilitates industry meetups at which
individuals and teams can exchange ideas in person and
foster cooperation. So far, DAKUO has incubated 48

teams, creating employment for more than 800 people.

Pier-2 Art Center http://pier-2.khcc.gov.tw/eng/home01.aspx?ID=1
Film Development and Production Center http://filmkh.khcc.gov.tw/index_en.php
Digital Art Kaohsiung United Office http://www.dakuo.co/



Fish, Salt & Spoonbills: Yongan

©English translation: Hou Ya-ting ©Photos by Lian Wei-jhih

Yongan, one of Kaohsiung's coastal districts, is
dominated by a thriving aquaculture industry. Its star
products are grouper and giant grouper, leading to its
nickname: “Home of Groupers.”

Yongan's Groupers

Yongan's grouper farmers have developed sophisticated
aquaculture techniques. Local fish farmers benefit from the
15-degrees Celsius “diamond water” emitted by Yongan
LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) Receiving Terminal. The
terminal, a unit of state-owned CPC Corporation, Taiwan,
uses a great deal of seawater to warm the LNG, and the
temperature of the water they extract from the ocean falls
dramatically, typically to 15 degrees Celsius.

Taiwan's Environmental Protection Administration has
ruled that effluent seawater can only be discharged back
into the ocean if the temperature difference is no more
than 4 degrees Celsius. Because heating up so much
water would consume a huge amount of energy, local
grouper farmers are encouraged to utilize this resource in
their fish farms.

Groupers raised in seawater pools require an additional
six months to mature compared to those farmed in
freshwater, but their flesh is said to have a firmer, more
attractive texture. Groupers are accustomed to water
between 22 and 28 degrees Celsius; using the colder
effluent water from Yongan LNG Receiving Terminal
enables grouper farmers to keep their seawater pools at a

comfortable 25 degrees Celsius, even at the height of
summer.

Mr. Huang Shih-lu, a Yongan grouper farmer, points out
that water temperature is crucial to grouper farming, and
that at higher temperatures, infections are more likely.
Because the LNG unit supplies the cold water they need,
local grouper farmers need not spend so much on
electricity. Mr. Huang mentions that Hsing-Ta Power
Station, a coal-fired power plant, is planning to share hot
effluent water with local fish farmers in wintertime. This
should reduce the losses that sometimes occur when
sudden cold snaps Kill fish. Yongan's grouper farmers are
always seeking to
enhance the farming
environment in order
to cultivate better
quality groupers.

Yongan
Wetlands
Park

Yongan Wetlands
Park, which covers
131 hectares, has a
long history. The site
was originally a 109-
hectare salt
production center that
began operations in



1908. However, after just two years, it was wrecked by
typhoons. In 1919, Mr. Chen Jhong-he — one of the most
famous tycoons in Kaohsiung's history — took over
Wushulin Salt Plant, expanding it to 133 hectares. Mr.
Chen commissioned the building of a
two-floor Baroque-style brick building to
serve as the plant's office. The Former
Wushulin Salt Plant Premises is now a
city-designated historic site. The salt
plant later changed owners, and by the
early 1980s, Taiwan's salt industry was
in decline, in part because new salt-
production techniques had emerged.
Wushulin Salt Plant ceased operations
in 1984.

The former Wushulin Salt Plant
currently belongs to Taipower, the state-
run utility. The site has been abandoned
for decades and is filled with mangrove

swamps that attract various waterbird
species. Kaohsiung City Government
has recognized the old salt plant as a valuable wetland,
and Taipower has given its consent for the city government
to preserve it as a wetland park. In addition to undertaking
environmental conservation work, the city government has
established a tourist center and a walking path, so visitors
can learn about nature and observe waterbirds. Each
October, migrating Black-faced spoonbills can be seen
foraging in the wetland. Visitors can reserve a tour guide
for Yongan Wetland Park by calling the tourist center (07-
6913037) at least one week in advance.

Those interested in the history of salt production can
head to the adjacent salt village and see where salt plant
workers used to live. Several of the original red brick
houses have been preserved, although these days the
village has just a few residents. Some of the houses have
been decorated with bright illustrations to celebrate the
history of salt production.

Huang's Historic House

Huang's Historic House is a traditional Chinese three-
section residential compound with a quadrangle courtyard.
Situated opposite Yongan Tianhou Taoist Temple, it was
built by Mr. Huang Tuan in 1930. It was also the home of
Mr. Huang Cing-rih, who once served as mayor of Yongan
Township. Local residents therefore habitually call the
house “the former township mayor's house.”

During construction, Mr. Huang Tuan commissioned Mr.
Pan Chun-yuan, a painter renowned for his work in major
temples, to paint eight pictures depicting historic themes.
These were on wood in the central part of the main

building. Over time, however, the colors faded and the

images deteriorated. Eager to preserve this valuable
culture asset, the Huang family asked Mr. Pan Li-shui (Mr.
Pan Chun-yuan's son and a famous temple artist in his
own right) to restore the antique paintings. As well as the
art, visitors appreciate the dimensions of this traditional
three-section residential compound and the symmetrical
structure within the main building.

As dusk approaches, Yongan's fish farms and mangrove
channels glitter in the late afternoon sun, exuding a
tranquil ambiance. Endless energy

churns the waters of the
district's ubiquitous fish
farms. Come to Yongan
District and let the
scenery imprint itself on
your memory.

Yongan District (official website) \
https://yongan.kcg.gov.tw/en/Default.aspx



Kaohsiung’s Hiking Trails

©English translation: Hou Ya-ting
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Kaohsiung has a lot of natural areas that are just waiting
to be discovered. Hiking has become a popular activity
and various trails can be found throughout Kaohsiung.
Scenic trails can be found in several districts, where visitors
can also explore various historical sites.

Cijin District

Cijin Island is a wonderful tourist destination.

People flock there to bask in the sun and have
a fun day at the beach. It can be reached in only a few
minutes by ferry that runs from the Gushan Ferry Station. It
is always fun to take the boat over to one of Kaohsiung's
most traditional districts.

When the ferry arrives at Cijin Ferry Station, walk towards
Tianhou Temple at Cihou, which can be found at the end of
Tongshan Road (the district's bustling main street). The end
of the road will bring visitors to the foot of Cihou Mountain.
Find the Cihou Lighthouse and fort entrance and walk uphill
along the s-shaped path. Visit the lighthouse, which has
been guiding ships around the Port of Kaohsiung since
1918. It features fantastic views of the ocean, Sizihwan Bay
and National Sun Yat-sen University.

Zuoying District

Banpingshan is a tranquil oasis in the middle

of city and is located between Zuoying and
Nanzih. The entrance is located on Cueihua Road. Follow

the wooden path to the scenic lookout, where the path splits.
Both trails ascend the 223-meter mountaintop. Great views
of Lotus Pond and Dragon Tiger Tower can be seen from the
peak. The Main Stadium can also be seen from its most
westerly point.

Gangshan District
The 251-meter high Siaogangshan (Mount

Siaogang) is situated east of Gangshan. It was
once a military base and was previously prohibited to the
public. In 1987, when martial law ended, it was
subsequently opened up. Visitors can now visit the military
block house and other military sites.

The Agongdian Reservoir can also be found on
Siaogangshan. The entrance of the Siaogangshan ftrail is
located in Agondian Forest Park. Visitors can park in the
Agondian Forest Park’s parking lot and walk a few meters
along Shueiku Road to find trails leading up to
Siaogangshan Skywalk Park. These include the Lising,
Zihciang and Haohanpo paths. Siaogangshan Skywalk Park
is an 40-meter high, 88 meters long, new suspension bridge
and the city's most recent attraction. It is the best place to
view the Agongdian Reservoir. It also has spectacular views
of the Port of Kaohsiung and the Kaohsiung Sky Tower. On a
clear day, Mount Dawu in Pingdong can also be seen from a
distance.




Dashe District

Mount Guanyin has a variety of hiking trails.

Hikers, who prefer easier trails, should take the
Dajyue Temple entrance, which will lead them to Ecological
Park. Those who prefer more physically challenging trails
can take the quickest route to Mount Guanyin's peak, by
entering through Fongyi Temple's 500-step stone staircase.
At the top, there is a pavilion and a military tunnel that was
built during Japanese colonial rule. There is also another
lookout adjacent to the main peak, which provides
panoramic views of Kaohsiung. On a clear day you can see
as far as Anping Harbor in Tainan.

Some may choose the greater physical challenge of the
Mount Jian trail. Spectacular views of Monkey and Camel
Mountains can be seen near the rear of the main peak. The
climb is rather steep but ropes are provided. However, it is a
rather strenuous trail; therefore, one should be in good
physical condition before venturing onto the more advanced

trails.

Tianliao District

80% of Tianliao District is covered by

mudstone badlands. Due its magnificent
topography, it has been nicknamed, “Moon World.” In 2014,
Kaohsiung City Government's Tourism Bureau established
Tianliao Moon World Park.

Visitors can visit the Moon World Tourist Center, which is
located at the front entrance. The visitor center provides
information about the region's ecology and terrain. They also
give tours and advice on self-guided trails. The
Circumnavigated Lake Hiking Trail and Wulikeng Walkway
are located at the front and back entrances. To appreciate
badlands, follow the trail to Circumnavigated Lake Hiking
Trail and then follow the signs. There is spectacular scenery
all the way up to Jade Lake. Continue along 156-step
walkway to the Moon World lookout. It is a circular route that
will eventually lead back to the entrance. The Wulikeng
route takes visitors approximately 400 steps through the

views.

Yanchao District

In Yanchao district, visitors can climb the 200

meters Rooster Crown Mountain. Its name was
derived from the summit resemblance of a rooster crown.
The hiking trails begin at the Jinshan Convent and Chen's
Historical House. There are two trails, which both end up at
Jinshan Elementary School. Although it is a shorter trail, it
requires a rope to get to the peak. Hikers can enjoy stunning
regional scenery, with the peak offering views of the
Agongdian Reservoir, Siaogang, Dagang and Jhongliao
Mountains.




Kaohsiung's Bike Paths

©English translation: Hou Ya-ting
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Kaohsiung has been blessed with a wide spectrum of
geographic features. Kaohsiung City Government
decided to highlight its beautiful scenery and landscapes by
putting in a number of cycling paths. These include paths
that run along its coastline, through forests, beside rivers
and lakes and around its rural villages.

The Port and its coastline

Cieding Fishing Village and Cijin Ocean-view bike paths
offer spectacular views of Kaohsiung's port and its
surrounding coastline. The Cieding Fishing Village path
begins at Erren River Estuary and runs for 24-kilometer
along Cieding's Coastal Park, Cieding Wetlands Park, Sinda
Fishing port and Lovers' Pier. Cyclists can stop and enjoy
the Sinda Fish Market and the 171-hectare Cieding
Wetlands Park, which is southern Taiwan's largest reserve
for migratory birds.

The Ocean-view bike path stretches 20-kilometer through
Cijin Island. The best way to get to Cijin is by ferry from the
Gushan Ferry Station. The ferry can also accommodate
passengers' bicycles and motorcycles. The bike path begins
on Maiocian Street, which is the main road in front of the
Cijin Ferry Station. Cyclists can stop and explore the
magnificent Tianhou Taoist Temple, which was built in 1673
and then reconstructed in 1926. Colorful and ornately
carved temples, such as Tianhou Taoist Temple, are central
to Taiwan's culture.

Then follow the path to Cihou Lighthouse and Cihou Fort.
The path will also lead cyclists through the Cijin Tunnel of
Stars and along a coral coastline. They can also follow the
bike path along Cijin Beach, Cijin Seaside Park, Wind-power
Park and Red Lantern Seafood Market.

Dashu District and Kaoping River Bike Paths

Dashu District and Kaoping River bike paths run through
Kaohsiung's countryside. The 50 kilometers long Kaoping
River bike path begins at Gaoping mangrove. Cyclists can

cycle along Old Railway Bridge over the Lower Danshuei
River. The bridge is a historical relic. From 1914 to 1987, it
supported the rail line that connected Kaohsiung City to
Pingtung County. In 2004, the city government built a 307
meter-long pedestrian on the bridge and reopened for the
public. Cyclists can also visit the Old Railway Bridge
Wetlands Park, Jhuliao Hydro-Station, Fo Guang Shan
Buddha Museum and the Gaoping River Cable-Stayed
Bridge.

Along the Kaoping River Bike Path, cyclists can learn
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about the region's historical industries.
In the 1950s, it was once a thriving
center for brick and tile manufacturing.
San-he Brick Kiln was founded in 1918
and is the only one that remains in
Dashu and is now only one of two brick
kilns left in Taiwan. Today, San-he
mainly supplies red bricks and tiles for
customers who are restoring historical
sites and buildings. San-he offers
guided tours and tile-making
workshops.

Rivers and Lakes

There are several bike paths that run
beside Kaohsiung's rivers and lakes.
These include bike paths that pass by
the Erren, Agongdian, Dianbao, Fongshan, Love Rivers and
Chengcing and Jinshih(Golden Lion) Lakes. The most
popular are the Agongdian River bike path, the Chengcing
and Jinshih Lakes bike path and Love River bike path.

The 7-kilometer scenic Agongdian River bike path
circumnavigates the reservoir. There are at least ten places
along the route that cyclists can stop and take in the
scenery, including causeways, suspension bridges and
lookout points. It also features beautiful botany and two-
hundred-year-old mango trees. Many also come to watch
sunrises and sunsets at the Agongdian Reservaoir.

There is also a bike path that connects Chengcing and
Jinshih Lakes. It begins at Chengcing Lake and stretches 34
kilometers past baguapi, Jufungpi and Shezihlinpi Wetlands
Parks and ends at Jinshih Lake.

The Love River bike path stretches 24.5 kilometers. It
begins at Love Pier and passes through Riverside Park, the
Kaohsiung Film Archive, Kaohsiung Museum of History, the
Former Tangrong Brick Kiln, Jhongdu Wetlands Park, Tower
of Light, Kaohsiung Museum of Hakka Culture, Heart of
Love River—Ruyi Lake, Riverbank Community, Smile Park,
Kaohsiung Arena, Sinjhuang 1st Road, Indigenous Botanical
Gardens, Jhouzih Wetlands Park and finishes at Lotus
Pond.

Rural Village Bike Paths

Meinong and Cishan are rural villages with distinct

cultures and scenery. The Cishan- Meinong bike path begin

on Cishan Old Street, then heads toward Dijing Bridge
(Cishan District), it finally comes out to seven smaller bike
paths in Meinong. These bike paths lead cyclists to the
regions various historical, cultural and religious sites.
Cyclists can visit Meinong Hakka Cultural Museum, Meinong
Lake, irrigated agricultural fields and other sites that feature
the area's heritage and culture. Cyclists get the opportunity
to get an in-depth understanding of Cishan and Meinong's
distinct culture.

The Nature Lover's Bike Path

Nature lovers will enjoy cycling through Shanlin, Liouguei
and Jiasian. The bike path features a wide spectrum of
natural scenery, including mountains, forests and rivers. The
bike path runs along Laonong River to Nanzihsian River and
then passes through the Liouguei District, where cyclists can
soak in hot springs or enjoy the stunning scenery of Butterfly
Valley. If cyclists come in May and June, they can see
millions of butterflies around Butterfiy Valley. These bike
paths are more mountainous and therefore more strenuous.
It is suggested that more experienced cyclists do it in
groups. Also, check the weather forecast before heading
into the mountains; never try to do it if a typhoon is
approaching.

Kaohsiung’s Bike Paths:
https://pwbgis.kcg.gov.tw/bicycle/
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