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Love River Avenue of Stars

OWritten by Winnie

©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Pnhoto courtesy of Information Bureau
©Photo by Huang Jing-wen

Both the Hollywood Walk of Fame in
California and the Avenue of Stars in
Hong Kong's Tsim Sha Tsui attract
streams of visitors who wish to pay tribute
to their favorite celebrities. Last
November, Love River Avenue of Stars,
on the bank of Love River at Hedong
Road, officially opened to the public. Love
River, one of the city's most popular
tourist attractions, is now more romantic
than ever thanks to the dizzying collection
of celebrity handprints along Avenue of
Stars.

Kaohsiung's Avenue of Stars was part
of the Chen Chen Gala 2019. Ms. Chen
Chen is an actress of global renown, and
famous in ethnic Chinese communities on
different continents. She was honored as
the Best Leading Actress at the Asia Film
Festival (now called the Asia-Pacific Film
Festival), and she received the Lifetime
Achievement Award at the 50th Golden
Horse Awards in 2013. On top of that, Ms.
Chen Chen is now Kaohsiung City
Government's Charity Ambassador.

Last July, Ms. Chen Chen led a group
of film and entertainment celebrities from
both Hong Kong and Taiwan to participate
in the Chen Chen Gala 2019 in
Kaohsiung. This series of activities

included an opening ceremony and red
carpet, a film industry discussion, the
Chen Chen Film Festival, the Chen Chen
55-year Film Career Exhibition, as well as
a visit to the Early Intervention Center for
Children in Kaohsiung's Fongshan
District, and meeting elderly folks at
Kaohsiung Senior Citizen Service Center.

Love River Avenue of Stars and its
celebrity handprints have become the
city's latest attraction. Currently, there are
50 handprints, including Ms. Chen Chen;
Mr. Wang Toon (another recipient of the
Golden Horse Awards' Lifetime
Achievement Award); Ms. Chang Hsiao-
yen (Lifetime Achievement Award, Golden
Bell Awards); Mr. Blue Lan (Best Leading
Actor in a Television Series, Golden Bell
Awards); actresses Ms. Gingle Wang and
Ms. Wu Ke-xi; directors Mr. Lee Hsing
and Mr. Chu Yen-ping; Akira, a Japanese
actor, dancer, and pop star; beloved
Taiwanese dancer Ms. Lee Tsai-o; Mr. Pi



Wu, Pokemon Video Game Junior
Division Finals Champion in the 2019
Pokemon World Championships and
Kaohsiung's tourism spokesperson for
October 2019; Mr. Chuang Chih-yuan, a
famous Taiwanese table tennis player;
and Ms. Chen Zi-yu and Ms. Lin Tai-chen,
both survivors of the 2014 Kaohsiung gas
explosions and inspiring wheelchair
athletes.

On November 29, 2019, Deputy
Mayor Yeh Kuang-shih, Ms. Chen Chen
and Mr. Pi Wu attended the ribbon-cutting
ceremony that marked the official opening
of Love River Avenue of Stars. Deputy
Mayor Yeh pointed out that Kaohsiung
manifests its romantic side through Love
River and its joyful engagement with the
ocean. Accompanied by the distinguished
guests, the deputy mayor strolled along
the Avenue of Stars to appreciate the
scenery. Deputy Mayor Yeh expressed
his gratitude to Ms. Chen Chen, who
called on other stars to participate in
various philanthropic activities in
Kaohsiung, including the Home for the
Disabled, the Senior Citizen Service
Center, and the Early Intervention Center.
The Chen Chen Gala 2019 brought

many film, entertainment, and cultural-
creative industry professionals to
Kaohsiung. The Chen Chen Film Festival
showed 14 movies starring Ms. Chen
Chen, signifying the city government's
enormous respect for her and the film
crews who have contributed to the movie
industry. The gala also raised NT$4.1
million from its participants, and this fund
was donated to Kaohsiung City
Government's Social Affairs Bureau to
assist children who are in need of help.
Also, on July 13 Ms. Chen Chen led more
than ten stars to Kaohsiung Senior
Citizen Service Center, where they had a
great time with over 200 elderly citizens.
Even though the Chen Chen Gala is over,
Love River Avenue of Stars is a
permanent witness to the romance of
Love River.

Love River Avenue of Stars

On the bank of Love River at Hedong Rd., between
Minsheng 2nd Rd. and Wufu 3rd Rd.

Please see illustrated Love River Avenue of Stars map.




Introducing

Shaochuantoushan Bunker

O©Written by Winnie
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©OPhotos by Zeng Sin-yao

Kaohsiung City Government has been
promoting military-themed tourism
since 2018, when Kinma Military Hostel in
Gushan District was transformed into
ALIEN Art Center. The hostel used to
accommodate soldiers heading to
frontline bases on outlying islands in the
Penghu, Kinmen, and Matsu
archipelagos.

Last May, the city government
introduced Gushandong Air Raid Shelter
to the public. The same year,
Shaochuantoushan (Mt. Shaochuantou)
Bunker also opened its doors to the
public. The latter bunker, which is situated
on Mt. Shaochuantou, has been fully
restored. Its surroundings have been
turned into an observation deck that
offers unobstructed views of the
landscape.

Because of its hidden location, getting
to Shaochuantoushan Bunker may be a
bit of a challenge for first-time visitors.
However, if they enter the hiking trail that
is opposite the small park next to Lane 30
of Anchuan Street in Gushan District, they
will be heading in the right direction. They
should stay on the ftrail, then continue
walking toward the sightseeing path that

belongs to the Former British Consulate
at Dagou.

One side of the sightseeing path
presents the original wall of Mt.
Shaochuantou, whereas the other side is
paved with red bricks and coral reef
limestone, reflecting the area's special
geology. Nearby Mt. Shaochuantou is
also mainly made up of coral reef
limestone. Along the way, travelers can
see how houses are spread along the

mountain.

After less than a minute of walking,
visitors will reach Shaochuantoushan
Bunker Observation Deck. A 50m-long



wooden walkway,
shaped like the
letter z, is
connected to the
observation deck.
This walkway
gradually gains
height. The
observation deck built around the
Shaochuantoushan Bunker was originally
a machine-gun outpost from World War I1.

The deck, which can accommodate
about 40 people, is surrounded by
luscious greenery and cooled by fresh
breezes. Visitors can look up to the top of
Mt. Shaochuantou and the Former British
Consulate. They can also appreciate the
scenery of Mt. Shou, 85 Sky Tower, the
Port of Kaohsiung, and Cihou Lighthouse
on Cijin Island.

The observation deck at
Shaochuantoushan also provides
panoramic views over Gushan District's
Hamasing neighborhood. Hamasing's
various architectural styles embody its
glorious history and melting pot of
different cultures since the 1895-1945
period of Japanese colonial rule. Lighting
has been installed along the deck and
wooden walkway, making it a safe and
wonderful spot to linger through the
golden hour as the sun sets over the
harbor. For unobstructed sunset views
without the crowds found elsewhere,
Shaochuantoushan Bunker Observation
Deck is the place to go.

The toponym Shaochuantou has an
interesting historical meaning. Back in the
Cing Dynasty (which ruled Taiwan

10

between 1684 and
1895), navy patrol
boats were called
Shaochu in
Chinese. Because
of the Cing naval
base in what is
now Kaohsiung,
patrol boats were often seen around here.
Thus, this place came to be known as
Shaochuantou. In the 19th century,
foreign businessmen, agencies, customs
and the British Consulate all established
offices at Shaochuantou due to its pivotal
location in relation to Kaohsiung's harbor.
International trade is what made
Shaochuantou flourish.

Mt. Shaochuantou is approximately
25m above sea level, and the bunker is
thought to have been built around 1944,
near the end of the Pacific War. This site
was used for land and coastal defense.
Finally, following two years of restoration
work led by the Tourism Bureau of
Kaohsiung City Government, it has
become an attraction for military fanatics
and others. Admission is free.

Tourists are also welcome to visit the
nearby Gushandong Air Raid Shelter (at
the end of Wufu 4th Road) and Shoushan
Air Raid Shelter (inside Sizihwan Bay
Tunnel).

Direction for Shaochuantoushan Bunker:

Travelers can enter via the hiking trail opposite a
small park next to Lane 30 of Anchuan Street in
Gushan District. If they follow the trail and continue
to the sightseeing path for the Former British
Consulate at Dagou, within one minute they will
reach Shaochuantoushan Bunker Observation Deck.

Please see illustrated Shaochuantoushan Bunker map.



Weiwu Village's Captivating
Mural Paintin& |

©Written by Yuling

©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photos by Huang Jing-wen

Weiwu Village is located in
Kaohsiung's Lingya District. It has
become a really hip neighborhood with a
lot of cool art and murals. Kaohsiung
Street Art Festival has been developed by
Mr. Chen Jin-de, Supervisor of Lingya
District, and Ms. Ciou Siou-mi, Chief of
Weiwu Village, in the hope to give the
Weiwu Village a new look since 2016.
The neighborhood has become a great
place to explore, and art lovers can enjoy
a variety of beautiful murals.

Designated as a public housing area,
Weiwu Village was constructed 40 years
ago. Since the launch of the mural art

initiative in 2016, Lingya District has now
featured 106 murals and street paintings.
In addition, Weiwu Village features more
than 45 murals. These had been created
by 48 artists from 24 countries.

It is convenient to reach Weiwu Village
by taking Kaohsiung Metro to Weiwuying
Station. Once travelers step out of Exit 5
at Weiwuying Station, visitors will be
greeted by the outsize bookshelf mural.
There is also a seascape street mural




that stretches 100-meters along Lane 9
on Chengcing Road. Created by French
artist Nicolas Barrome Forgues, it is the
community's latest attraction. Animal
lovers can also find paintings of cats,
fishes and goats on utility poles, boxes,
columns, fences and underpasses. Most
of the murals can be found along
Chengcing, Jianjyun, Singren and
Shangyong Roads.

Visitors can also get an appreciation for
the residents' traditional lifestyle that
blends in perfectly with large paintings.
Visitors can also check out National
Kaohsiung Center for the Arts, which was
opened in 2018 and is also located in the
neighborhood.

Weiwu Village is like an outdoor art
museum. Many of the murals have
maritime themes. Come and enjoy the
clownfish swimming around coral reefs
and whales swimming in the ocean. There
are also a mermaid and a girl standing
beside the ocean, as well as numerous
other fish murals. Lane 9 on Chengcing
Road is a great starting point. Spend a
relaxing afternoon exploring the
neighborhood and checking out these
colorful street arts.

Weiwu Village
Take the Kaohsiung Metro to Weiwuying Station and
take Exit 5 towards Weiwu Village.

Please see illustrated Weiwu Village map.
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“Whale in Love” Art InstallEXsto)o%: 1m0 BRIy sy

Exhibition dates:

January 21st to March 31st, 2020

Exhibition venue:

Love River (at intersection between Cisian Rd.
and Hedong Rd.)

Kaohsiung City Government is excited to
reveal its most recent public art installation
named “Whale in Love”, which is located at
the Love River. This art work was created
out of approximately 50 Metric Tons of
recycled plastic by the artists Jason
Klimoski and Lesley Chang from
StudioKCA (a New York based architectural
studio). It depicts a gigantic whale leaping
14-meters above the Love River and was
created to inspire people to better protect
the environment.

©Photo by Cater
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Love Kaohsiung

A special thank you for the
wild bird photos in last issue's
article, Yong-an Wetlands
Park (publication which
appeared in December, Love
Kaohsiung issue #5) were
provided by Yong-an
Wetlands Park's Educational
Center. We truly appreciate
their kind contribution.
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