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Shan Ming Tea Shop

©Written by Chen Ting-fang
©Photos by Cater
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting

Shan Ming Tea Shop, is a beloved
Yancheng-based local business,
which was founded by Liao Wan-he in
1946. It is currently being run by third
generation Liao Sheng-jhong. Although,
Shan Ming Tea Shop began in Yancheng,
the company has now expanded to
include three other branches. Among its
most popular products are its high-quality
loose leaf teas that are favored by both
domestic customers and those from
aboard.

Liao Sheng-jhong reminisces about
when his grandfather, Liao Wan-he, spent

his weeks delivering teas by bicycle. He
admires his grandfather for his dedication
to Shan Ming Tea Shop, and everything
he has taught him about tea culture. His
grandfather's bicycle is now forever
commemorated in the company's logo.



Shan Ming Tea Shop's
loose leaf teas and its
variety of other types of
tea have generated a large
number of loyal
customers. Some of its
other popular teas include
oolong tea, Jinxuan oolong
tea and Jasmine green
tea, etc. It has become
very popular with
Japanese tourists.
Frequent customers appreciate Shan
Ming's high quality teas. Liao Sheng-
jhong and his employees always
remember their loyal guests and get their
orders ready as soon as they walk in the
shop.

Tea lovers can also make bookings for
ice drip teas. Ice drip teas are brewed the
same way as ice drip coffees. They take 6
to 8 hours to brew. Ice drip teas are
available only at the Shan Ming Jhan-2
Warehouse (KW2) branch. Ice drip teas
have a pleasant fragrance, and Shan
Ming offers a variety of teas to choose
from. They also get a lot of milk tea
enthusiasts come in for its famous
Taiwanese milk tea. Customers like it
because Shan Ming uses only the highest
quality of ingredients, fresh milk and
traditional homemade preparation
processes. Six types of teas are selected
and are made with the proper proportion,
resulting in a delicious flavor and beautiful
tea color. Made from the best ingredients,
Shan Ming's smooth teas are subtly
sweet and rich in flavor. Another popular
product is their tea flavored soft ice

creams. Flavors are based on a variety of
teas, such as oolong and green tea,
tieguanyin oolong tea, Assam milk tea
and regular milk tea etc. Shan Ming's
tasty ice cream is made of natural
ingredients and does not add emulsifiers.

Shan Ming Tea Shop takes great pride
in its years of culture heritage and tea
service. Although the society around it is
continuously changing, the 84-year-old
tea shop continues to be extremely
popular with
customers and
maintains high
quality aromatic
teas.

Address:No. 264 Wufu 4th Road, Yancheng Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

Tel: (07)551-4374

Hours of operation: 9 am to 9 pm (closed Wednesdays)

Directions:

Take Kaohsiung Metro’s Orange Line to Yanchengpu

Station. Leave the station at Exit 4 and turn right onto

Wufu 4th Road. Continue walking straight along Wufu

4th Road for approximately 10 minutes.

Please see illustrated Shan Ming Tea Shop map.



Neimen Song Jiang Battle Ritual

A Classic Event Never Fades

©Written by Huang Da-wei

©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photo by Huang Jing-wen

©Photo courtesy of Neimen Zihjhu Temple

he opening ceremony of the Neimen
TSong Jiang Battle Ritual at Neimen
Zihjhu Temple on February 22 was well
attended by spectators eager to see
legendary Song Jiang battle troupes
perform. The combination of dazzling
martial-arts moves, powerful kicks, and
dexterous leaps fascinated the crowd.

Kaohsiung's Neimen District is a hilly
region characterized by a unique
badlands landscape. Much of the soil is
saline, so agriculture is difficult. As a
result, the district's inhabitants have long
suffered deprivation. Before the 20th
century, frequent bandit attacks added to
villagers' misery.

In order to defend themselves, Neimen
residents began to practice various
martial arts. Over several generations,
they honed their fighting skills, and these
self-defense practices have
evolved into today's Song Jiang
Battle Ritual, a flourishing folk art.

This tradition encompasses text
troupes and armed battle troupes. Text
troupes contribute instrumental or theater
performances, whereas armed battle
troupes contribute to a variety of arrays.
Most importantly, Neimen residents

diligently rehearse these traditional folk
arts in order to perform for Guan Yin —
the name by which the Buddhist
bodhisattva of compassion, known
elsewhere as AvalokiteSvara, is called in
Chinese-speaking communities — on her
birthday (the 29th day of the second lunar
month, late March on the Gregorian
calendar). These troupes are of
islandwide cultural significance, and a
source of pride for Neimen residents.

Neimen's current name derives from its
18th-century toponym Luohanmen, which
literally means Gates of Arhats. The key
part of Neimen's Guan Yin celebrations,
the “Greeting Guan Yin Procession in
Luohanmen,” has been a feature of life in
Neimen for more than two centuries.

From the 14th day to the 17th day of
the second lunar month, villagers
participate in a challenging 80km
procession through the entire district and




peripheral villages located in mountainous
terrain. According to custom, villagers
have to form eight lion and dragon battle
troupes, four Song Jiang battle troupes,
and two dragon battle troupes, to
accompany the palanquins which carry
effigies of Guan Yin. Legend has it that
during the procession, Guan Yin and her
human supporters subdue demons and
monsters and expel evil.

Since 2015, Taiwan's Ministry of Culture
has recognized Neimen's Song Jiang
Battle Ritual as a national-level intangible
cultural heritage asset.

On February 27, Neimen Zihjhu Temple
announced the cancelation of this year's
Guan Yi procession and associated Song
Jiang battle troupe performances in
accordance with central government
policies designed to prevent the spread of
the novel coronavirus / COVID-19.

The procession is usually an annual
event, the management of which switches
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every three years between Neimen Zihjhu
Temple and Neimen Nanhai Zihjhu
Temple. This year would have been
Neimen Zihjhu Temple's third consecutive
year organizing the procession. The
temple's leadership announced that, since
the purpose of the procession is to
celebrate Guan Yin's birthday,
postponement would not be appropriate.
Accordingly, the procession was canceled
altogether.

“Greeting Guan Yin Procession in
Luohanmen” is a custom rooted in local
religion and lifestyles; outsiders who
observe or participate in this event can
enjoy the richness of local culture, as well
as the tremendous hospitality of Neimen
residents.

Neimen Zihjhu Temple
No. 18, Ln. 115, Jhongjheng Rd., Neimen Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

Please see illustrated Neimen map.



Mituo District's Fishing Village,
Fish Ball and Badlands Landscape

©Written by Chen Ting-fang
©Photos by Zeng Sin-yao
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting

Mituo District is located in one of
Kaohsiung City's coastal districts.
Two thirds of Mituo District is comprised
of mostly milkfish aquaculture ponds.
Hence, Mituo District has become known
as the hometown of milkfish. As a result,
various milkfish products have been
developed.

Milkfish balls have become a popular
local delicacy. Singyi Fish Balls Shop
have been making fish balls for more than
40 years. Singyi's milkfish balls are
always served fresh and have a chewy
texture. Popular hot milkfish balls are only
available before noon.

Mituo District stretches 4 kilometers
along Kaohsiung's coastline. Mr. Jhang
Bo-ren is a local fisherman and owner of
the Milkfish Home Café. It is the only café
that provides views of the district's
beautiful coastline. Mr. Jhang Bo-ren said
that when guests come for a coffee, they
can enjoy the coastline's
panoramic view and feel
more relaxed and
refreshed.

Mituo is also a
great place for




nature lovers. One place that is worth
exploring is Tadi Mountain Natural Park. It
covers 56 hectares and has magnificent
views of the mudstone badlands. Mr.
Jhang Jhe-nan, a senior volunteer from
Mituo Miluogang Cultural and Historical
Association, points out that Tadi Mountain
Natural Park is the only coastal badlands
in Taiwan.

Due to its bare landscape, the soil is
not very resistant during rain storms. The
surface absorbs water and expands and
when the sun comes out, the surface
becomes dry and cracks. Repeated
wetting and drying processes have
formed exposed ridges and gullies. It
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exemplifies the powers of Mother Nature.

During the Japanese colonial period,
Tadi Mountain was a military base. The
ROC military maintained the base until it
was closed in 2006. The area then came
under the responsibility of Mituo District
Office. Tadi Mountain Natural Park was
opened to the public in 2007.

At 53 meters above sea level, Tadi is
the tallest mountain in the region. It is also
a great place to watch the sunset. At the
top there is an observation deck where
visitors can look out over the surrounding
aquaculture farms. Photographers enjoy
capturing the sunset that reflects off the
numerous ponds.

No. 330, Jhongjheng Road, Mituo District,
Kaohsiung City

(07)619-1138

Operation hours: 5a.m. to 1 p.m.

No. 31-1, Guangming Lane, Nanliao Road,
Mituo District, Kaohsiung City

0925-899-091

Operation hours: 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Entrance is located the end of Shanding Road,
Tadi Village, Mituo District, Kaohsiung City

Please see illustrated Mituo map.
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Houyi Shopping Area's
Umbrella Arts Installation
Houyi Shopping Area specializes in clothes,
accessories, and leather goods. The shopping

area has installed colorful umbrellas which will

remain in place until the end of April.
Venue: Anning Street in Kaohsiung's Sanmin District
Photo by Cater
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