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Double Ten: Kaohsiung to Host the
2021 National Day Fireworks

©Written by Kyu
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photos by Jhu Shang-jyun,

Zeng Jhong-bin, Huang Jing-wen

This fall, Kaohsiung will again host
the National Day Fireworks.
Taiwan's National Day, October 10
(“Double Ten”), commemorates the start
of an uprising that deposed China's last
emperor and led to the establishment of
the Republic of China, which relocated to
Taiwan in 1949.

The city hosted this event, at what is
now Pier-2 Art Center, 20 years ago. The
2021 edition will see dazzling fireworks
burst in the sky above Asia's New Bay
Area, Kaohsiung's glitzy redeveloped
waterfront.

Not many people know that, when it
was chosen to be the venue for the
National Day Fireworks 20 years ago,
Pier-2 Art Center was an abandoned
complex of harborside warehouses.

Since then, thanks to a collective effort

by Kaohsiung City Government and the
private sector, Pier-2 Art Center has
emerged as a-must-visit for those
interested in art. As well as a place for
events and exhibitions, it is a hotbed of
local cultural and creative industries. If
Kaohsiung had not hosted the fireworks
event two decades ago, who knows if
these old warehouses would have
become today's Pier-2 Art Center?

Now that Kaohsiung has a fresh
opportunity to host the fireworks event,
the city has chosen Asia's New Bay Area,
so spectators can witness the
transformation of Kaohsiung's port area.
The city hopes the celebration will raise




the profile of Asia's New Bay Area.

The port used to be off-limits to the
public. To integrate the harbor and the
metropolis, Kaohsiung City Government
removed this barrier and rolled out a
grand project — Asia's New Bay Area.

Four landmark public buildings and a
light rail system form the core of the
project. Last year, the city government
set up a “6G AloT Innovation Hub” in
Asia's New Bay Area, to attract the type
of investments that will fuel growth of the
hub and nurture an industry cluster.

As a multi-faceted commercial park,
Asia's New Bay Area will integrate smart
technologies and economic functions, as
well as retail and MICE businesses. A
new landscape is being shaped by
Dagang Bridge, Kaohsiung Exhibition
Center, and Kaohsiung Music Center, in
close proximity to the cultural and
creative industries at Pier-2 Art Center
and Jhan-2 Warehouse. As the National
Day Fireworks illuminate the harbor
district, people throughout the country

will gaze at Asia's New Bay Area.

The audience for the 2021 National
Day Fireworks will be safely spread
throughout the entire harborside area.
Spectators can arrive and leave by rapid
transit. The Light Rail Transit's
Dananhuan Section was inaugurated
earlier this year; it serves ALIEN Art
Centre, Sizihwan Bay, Pier-2 Art Center,
Dream Mall, and MLD Shopping Center.

Kaohsiung's hoteliers and hospitality
industries are optimistic that the 2021
National Day Fireworks will lure crowds
to the city, giving domestic tourism a
boost. To attract travelers, the tourist
industry plans to offer a range of
packages and programs.

Kaohsiung City Government's Tourism
Bureau has announced that, from the
start of the summer season, the city will
unveil a series of themed events, such as
a local-cuisine festival and Cijin Black
Sand Festival. Kaohsiung welcomes
everyone to experience the city's
hospitality!



Kaohsiung's Hiking Trails Lure
Outdoors Enthusiasts

©Written by Winnie
©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photos by Carter, Zeng Sin-yao

About half of the area administered
by Kaohsiung City Government is
mountainous, and these hilly districts
offer people who love the outdoors an
abundance of hiking trails and stunning
vistas. This article will introduce two
popular spots ideal for taking selfies:
Longtoushan Hiking Trail in Maolin
District and Banpingshan Park, closer to
the downtown. At both, hikers can walk
on carefully constructed ftrails through
lush forest, and enjoy a getaway from the
bustling city.

Longtoushan Hiking Trail

Longtoushan (Dragon Head Mountain)
has long been one of the south's must-
visits. Centuries of the Jhuokou Creek
eroding fragile rock layers has resulted in
a circular hill around which the waterway
bends.

Surrounded by mountains on three
sides, Longtoushan Hiking Trail offers




travelers panoramic views that include
Longtoushan, Shetoushan (Snake Head
Mountain), and a pavilion located on the
spine of Longtoushan. Along the way,
outsiders can appreciate the indigenous
Austronesian culture of the Rukai tribe.
Motifs of the hundred-pacer snake, the
Rukai's guardian spirit, appear on totems
and other places.

To get to Longtoushan, Maolin National
Scenic Area Administration recommends
taking Kaohsiung Rural Route No. 132
into Maolin District, then heading to

Duona Suspension Bridge, which is
approximately 1km from Longtoushan
Hiking Trail. It is an easy downhill walk
from the suspension bridge to the hiking
trail, and the trail itself is just 0.5km in
length. An hour is enough to explore it on
foot.

Along the trail, hikers can see rhombus
shapes, symbols of the Rukai people.
Depictions of lilies — the tribe's flower —
are expressions of the district's rich
culture.

Banpingshan Park's Viewing Platform

Banpingshan Park, part of Shoushan
National Nature Park, straddles the
border between Zuoying District and
Nanzih District. From Banpingshan's
trails, hikers can look southward to Lotus
Pond and the sights that surround that
body of water, such as the Spring and
Autumn Pavilions, the Dragon and Tiger
Pagodas, Confucius Temple, and Old
Walled City of Zuoying. If they look
westward, they will see the National
Stadium (which served as a key
venue for the 2009 World Games)
and, off in the distance, the Taiwan
Strait.

Banping Lake Wetland Park is
southeast of Banpingshan. With
Lotus Pond and Jhouzih Wetland
Park, Banpingshan's wetland forms
a wetland corridor in the northern
part of Kaohsiung's urban core.

Banpingshan Park offers both
short and mid-length hiking trails to
satisfy visitors' needs for exercise.

The shorter trail is about 2.5km long. Its
entrance is on Cueihua Road, near the
Wan Clan Ancestral Shrine, and it
provides access to a viewing platform.
The longer trail is around 4km in length,
and two hours is needed for a round-trip
hike. Sights along the way include leafy
banyan trees, uplifted coral reefs, and old
military structures. Whichever route they
take, hikers can immerse themselves in
nature and relish true relaxation.




Kaohsiung's Newly Renovated Fongshan
Sports Park and Sportsplex

©Written by Winnie
©Translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photos by Carter

ith renovations that cost
WNTD$ 12.7 million
dollars, the Fongshan Sports
Park and Sportsplex reopened
in April. It is Taiwan's largest
sports center and the first of its
kind in Kaohsiung. The
comprehensive sportsplex is
situated on 10.8 hectares and has
multiple sports facilities, including 10
tennis courts, 4 badminton courts, 25-
meter and 50-meter swimming pools and
a water spa. It has a 400-meter indoor
track, a skating rink and a large park

surrounding it. It also has digital archery,
where they hope people can get a
greater appreciation for the sport.

In April, Kaohsiung residents were
thrilled to get the opportunity to see a
Super Basketball League (SBL) game. It




has been five years since
Kaohsiung hosted a SBL game.
Local basketball fans got to
watch the game in the newly
renovated 5000 seat gymnasium,
which will be used for sporting
events, exhibitions, and concerts,
etc.

The Fongshan Sports Park
and Sportsplex has a public gym,
where people can purchase
memberships or just pay as they
go for NTD 50 dollars per hour. It
has treadmills, elliptical trainers,
squatracks, and dumbbells. Over
one hundred group classes are
offered including aerobics,
spinning bike, fitness dance, yoga, TRX
suspension training, and aerial yoga.
People go there to play basketball and
badminton, do speed skating and scooter
riding. Children over 3 years old can also
attend basketball, badminton, and speed
skating classes.

Fongshan Sports Park and Sportsplex

Venue: No. 68, Guanghua Rd., Fongshan Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

Telelphone: (07)790-2288

Business hours: 6:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Website (Mandarin only):
https://kfspwdyg.com. tw/




Introducing TA+d, a Kaohsiung
Based Design Brand

©Written by Winnie

©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photos by Zeng Sin-yao
©Photos courtesy of TA+d

TA+d, a Kaohsiung based design
brand, was founded by Mr. Wang
Bin-he since 2012. TA+d has launched
series of products like electrical products,
transportation, kitchen appliances,
lamps, and even interior design. TA+d's
overseas primary sale bases are in
Poland, Egypt, Japan, Korea, and ltaly.
Mr. Wang Bin-he, Creative Director of
TA+d, returned to his
hometown—Kaohsiung since 2012 and
established TA+d. TA+d has embraced
its first 10 years, shining on international
stages.

TA+d had released its latest writing
instrument known as TA+d One 3, of
which cleverly combine a clutch pencil,

scale ruler, and spint level ruler. TA+d
One 3 claimed 2021 Creative EXPO
Taiwan Award's the Best of 2021 Cultural
& Creative Award. In 2012, Wang Bin-
he's ORIGEND eyeglasses made its
debut, and the eyeglasses had won
recognition of Industrial Products

categories from International Design
Excellence Awards (IDEA), eyewear
packaging from iF Desgin Award, Sliver
Award from DFA Design for Asia Awards,
and Talents 100 from Creative EXPO
Taiwan.

Wang Bin-he had aimed to become a



designer with international recognition
when he was a college student in
industrial design major. When he
founded his company, he determined to
make TA+d design brand shin on the
international stage. TA+d has expanded
markets in 36 cities in 16 countries.
Wang Bin-he said besides work, a large
part of life is connected to his family and
affection for where he grew up. It is only
nature that he would love to return to his
hometown Kaohsiung to develop his
career.

At the early stage of establishing TA+d,
TA+d had received subsidies from
Kaohsiung Small Business Innovation
Research (SBIR), a project to foster
small business by Kaohsiung City
Government. Apart from subsidies, SBIR
also offers councilors from industries and

commission members for those who
have applied SBIR project. TA+d had
participated in online fundraising at
Zeczec platform at the end of last year.
TA+d seeks new approaches facing the
age of epidemic.

Website: https://www.ta-ble.tw/

Supporting Youth Entrepreneurs

Mr. Jhang Yi-li, Director-general of
Youth Bureau of Kaohsiung City
Government, states lack of business
start-up financing is a primary
challenge for many young
entrepreneurs. To support youth
entrepreneurs, the Youth Bureau
subsidies business start-up financing,
exhibition financing, and start-up
loans. Furthermore, the Youth Bureau
offers youth entrepreneurs councilors.
Youth entrepreneurs can take
advantage of start-up counselling
websites, take start-up lectures, and
workshops.



Linyuan Fongyun Temple's 2021
Mazu Patrolling the Sea Rite

©Written by Yang ©English translation by Hou Ya-ting
©Photos by Lai Jian-yu, Huang Shuo-wei, Liou Shao-ciang

Earlier this year, on April 30, Fongyun
Temple began its “Mazu Patrolling
the Sea” ritual, a key religious tradition
for local fishermen.

Celebrated every four years to seek
Mazu's blessings and ensure favorable
weather, the event is recognized as
Taiwan's largest maritime pilgrimage.
Departing from Jhongyun Fishing Port, a
fleet of 28 vessels (25 fishing boats and
3 vessels to film and photograph the rite)
formed a floating procession that made
its way to the mouth of Love River. That
evening, the palanquins which held the
temple's Mazu icons were displayed
outside Kaohsiung Music Center.

Crowds of worshipers visited the music
center so they could pray to Mazu. The
sight of the boats — all decorated with

neon and LED lights, banners and pom-
poms — dazzled the waterfront, and an
air of excitement filled the port area.

A Revered Goddess

Mazu, the goddess of the sea, is
widely revered as the protector of
fishermen and seafarers. In Taiwan,
where there are hundreds of Mazu
temples, she is perhaps the most popular
deity. She is also worshiped in Southeast
Asia. The coast of Kaohsiung, which
stretches 63km and has 16 harbors, is
dotted with shrines devoted to her.

The religious culture around Linyun
District's Jhongyun Fishing Port and
Fongyun Temple is especially captivating.
The neighborhood's “Mazu Patrolling the
Sea” rite has been listed as one of



Kaohsiung City's Folk Customs and
Related Relics since 2013.

Families living near Jhongyun Fishing
Port have engaged in fishing for
generations, and it is said that Mazu-
themed maritime patrols have been
practiced for more than a century. In the
past, they were small-scale events.
Today, Fongyun Temple's “Mazu
Patrolling the Sea” ceremony is the
largest of its kind in Taiwan.

Mazu Patrols Kaohsiung Music

Center for the First Time

The grand maritime procession left
Jhongyuan Fishing Port at 4 pm, and
carried 35 palanquins toward the Port of
Kaohsiung. When the boats arrived at
Kaohsiung Music Center, Kaohsiung
Mayor Mr. Chen Chi-mei led the
palanquin carrying Mazu.

Mayor Chen expressed his sincere
gratitude to the rite's organizers, saying
the event was an opportunity for
Kaohsiung residents to experience
precious religious culture. He then asked
Mazu to bestow her blessings upon the
city.

That night, prestigious Kaohsiung-
based performing arts troupes —
including Cieding Elementary School's
Song Jiang Battle Ritual, Gushan De Yue
Dian Ji Sheng Tang's Bajiajiang (Eight
Generals) Troupe, Zhen Zong Culture &
Art Performance Troupe's Female Guan
Jiang Shou Troupe, Taiwan Bangzi
Opera Company's Guarding Deities,
Chun Mei Taiwanese Opera Troupe, and
Jing Ing Ger Puppet Troupe — dedicated
performances to Mazu.

Early the following day, the
maritime pilgrimage departed
from Pier-2 Art Center. It sailed
to Anping Fishing Harbor in
Tainan, to deepen the friendship
between Kaohsiung's Linyuan
District and Tainan's Anping
District, and allow even more
people to appreciate this
contemporary religious tradition.
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Frequent disinfection of public spaces is part of the
city government’s response to COVID—-19. On behalf
of Kaohsiung's residents, the city government
expresses its gratitude and appreciation of those
sanitation workers whose efforts give us safer
indoor and outdoor environments.
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