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Kaohsiung City Government's Balloon
Rides over Tianliao's Moon World

©Written by Kyu
©English translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter, Huang Jing-wen, Chang Chien Ying-hao

On October 8th, 2021, Kaohsiung
City Government kicked off its
balloon festival, which was held at Moon
World Mudstone Badlands Geopark in
Tianliao District and at the Love River.
For the first, time visitors could take a
balloon ride over the mudstone badlands.
The Kaohsiung Tourism Bureau's Balloon
Festival ran from October 8th to
November 7th, allowing passengers to
take balloon rides to marvel at the
region’s various landmarks and
panoramic views. Passengers also
enjoyed a spectacular bird's eye view of




the mudstone peaks and the surrounding
ponds.

Besides taking balloon rides, visitors
can walk the trails and learn about the
region's geology. There are a variety of

trails that are suitable for a variety of
skilled hikers. Stronger and experienced
hikers can climb to a lookout on one of
the mudstone ridges and enjoy the area's
panoramic views. After a vigorous hike,
don't forget to check out the areas’s
famous free-range chicken dishes.

Moon World badlands came into
existence because the mudstone
repeatedly absorbed rainwater, which
would make it swell and crack, resulting
in the dramatic landscape that resembles
the moon. In the evening, the park is
illuminated with five vibrant colorful lights,
which bring a mysterious atmosphere to
the barren mudstone peaks. Whatever
time of the day or night you go to Moon
World, it truly has a unique landscape
and is definitely worth a visit.

Address: No. 36, Yueciou Road, Tianliao District,
Kaohsiung City

Tourist Center : 09:00-17:00

The Moon World: Open 24 hours

FB : Tianliao Moon World
FB : 2021 Kaohsiung Balloon Festival




Kaohsiung's Accessible Travel Initiative

©Written by Li Ding-yuan
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Huang Jing-wen, Carter

©Photo courtesy of Kaohsiung Wheelchair

Tennis Association

Kaohsiung is currently promoting a
tourist friendly initiative, so that

every visitor will be able to travel
unimpeded and experience Kaohsiung
regardless of physical limitations,
disabilities, and age. Kaohsiung City
Government's Tourism Bureau has hired
consultants to inspect and adjust some of
the scenic spots, so that they are more
accessible to the elderly, pregnant
women, young children, and people with
disabilities. The first three barrier-free
areas that the Tourism Bureau has rolled
out are around Lotus Pond, Northern
Kaohsiung, and the port area.

Lotus Pond

Lotus Pond is located in Zuoying and
famous for its Confucius Temple, Dragon
and Tiger Pagodas, Spring and Autumn
Pavilions, and the statue of the Taoist
deity Syuan Wu (Xun Tian Shang Di).
Visitors can come and learn about its
tremendous history and architectural
beauty. They can also try local delicacies
such as traditional pastries, which can be
purchased at Joy Well, a local bakery on
the banks of Lotus Pond.

The Port Area

The port area is a scenic area where
visitors can enjoy the
beautiful ocean scenery.
It is famous for its Takao
Railway Museum, which
features locomotives
from the Japanese
imperialist era. The
Kaohsiung Port Station
has been transformed
into an exhibition hall
where people can visit
the historical trains and
learn about the harbor's



long history. If
visitors continue
along from the
museum, they will
come to Kaohsiung's
Port Warehouse
No.2, an old railway
warehouses, has
been transformed
into a new shopping
complex. Another
interesting place
around the shopping
complex is Pier-2 Art
Center, where
visitors can see
various exhibits and
public art
installations. The Great Harbor Bridge is
also a must-see and a great place to take
in the harbor's beautiful scenery. The
horizontally revolving bridge overlooks
Kaohsiung's Music Center and is one of
the city's newest attractions. From there,
visitors can take the light rail to Sizihwan
to enjoy the sunset or go the other
direction to the Dream Mall for a ride on
the rooftop Ferris wheel. The ride
features panoramic views of the harbor
and city. The Kaohsiung Light Rail is a
great way for people with disabilities or
small children to get around, as it is
wheelchair and stroller accessible.

Northern Kaohsiung

Northern Kaohsiung also has
numerous natural attractions. First there
is Agongdian Forest Park that has a
suspension bridge that offers great views

of the Agongdian
Reservoir and
mountains. From
there, go to
Siaogangshan
Skywalk Park, where
the region's
spectacular scenery
can be enjoyed from
its "Sky Corridor.”
There is also Jhulin
Park in Ciaotou
where you can just
go to relax or have a
picnic. The Park
even offers a variety
of sports such as
basketball, tennis,
table tennis and hand-cranked bicycles
that caters to people with physical
disabilities. There is also the century-old
Ciaotou Sugar Refinery nearby where
visitors can enjoy sugar popsicles that
are made onsite.

All of Kaohsiung Tourism Bureau’s
barrier-free attractions can be found in
their travel brochure, which also features
regional architecture and other
attractions, such as its fishing ports and
Asia’'s New Bay Area in Kaohsiung. It
also provides route maps and friendly
and barrier-free stores. Kaohsiung’s
barrier-free initiative is designed so that
everyone who comes to Kaohsiung will
be able to access and experience its
many highlights.

For more information, visit:
https://khh.travel/zh-tw/travel/friendly-travel




A Popular Check-in Location: Mituo's
Seaside Light Corridor

©Written by Huang Da-wei
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Huang Jing-wen, Carter

The coastal scenery near Nanliao
Fishing Port in Kaohsiung's Mituo
District attracts a steady stream of
tourists, and the romantic ambience in
both morning and evening lures many
couples to take pre-wedding photos
there. Nanliao Fishing Port's market
begins operations at five o'clock in the
morning.

Seaside Light Corridor, a popular
tourist attraction, boasts a popular social-
media check-in site called Water
Corridor. Tourists who stroll along this
over-the-sea walkway relish the
refreshing experience of seeing the sea
melt into the sky.

Both adults and children can have a
whale of a time at Seaside Light Corridor,
enjoying the underwater world painting,

the white-sand play areas, and the boat-
shaped observation deck.

The corridor will soon take on a new
look. The viewing trail along the sea wall
will be extended from the current 150
meters to 350 meters by the end of June
2022. Thanks to this much-anticipated
expansion, visitors can thus feel the sea
breeze, stroll along the viewing trail, and
appreciate the newly added installation
art.

Mituo District is home to intriguing
mountain and sea views as well as a




unique fishing village culture. Ta-di
Mountain Natural Park, which has the
only mudstone badlands in Taiwan
located near the coast, is also worth
visiting. Hiking through the park, tourists
can see the special scenery of exposed
ridges and hilly badlands up close. They
may feel like they are walking on the
moon.

Ta-di Mountain became a restricted
military area during the 1895-1945 period
of Japanese colonial rule. It remained off-
limits for decades after World War 1.
When the armed forces finally withdrew
in 2006, Mituo District Office converted
the area into a nature park. Some of the
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old military installations
have been left in situ,
and can be seen by
tourists. In fact, one of
the best places to enjoy
a panoramic view is
from the bunker, whose
elevation provides vast,
unobstructed views of
the landscape.

According to Mituo
locals, around sunset
during April, the district's many fish farms
shine with golden sparkles. The seasonal
scenery attracts local people to the
bunker in Ta-di Mountain Natural Park,
from where they can enjoy the glorious
sunset and return home with
contentment in their hearts.

Mituo is famed for its milkfish
production. Mituo District Fishermen's
Association is promoting local food
culture and sightseeing through its “One-
Day Cultural Tour to Seaside Light
Corridor Fishing Village in Mituo District.”
Groups (minimum: 40 people) can make
a reservation to visit the district's ice-
making plants, aquaculture ponds,
Seaside Light Corridor, Ta-di Mountain
Natural Park, and other attractions before
trying their hand at making milkfish balls.
Tailor-made itineraries for tourists are
also available if booked in advance.

Enjoy the sea, scenery, and delicacies
in coastal Mituo!

To book a one-day tour of Mituo, please
contact Mituo District Fishermen's
Association:

Tel: (07) 619-1157




Internet Celebrity Mercedes Lin Promotes
Kaohsiung Tourism through Stylish Photos

©Written by Li Siao-ping
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos courtesy of Mercedes Lin

oung people voice their
opinions and share

information through social
networking sites such as
YouTube, Instagram, and
Facebook. More and more
companies and organizations
are using these platforms to
enhance their image, and
recently Kaohsiung City
Government invited model
Mercedes Lin, who has more
than 270,000 followers on
Instagram, to take photographs
of the National Day fireworks.

Lin has won a reputation for
conveying Taiwan’s
characteristic beauty through
images. Following her invitation by the
city government’s Information Bureau,
she presented enchanting photos of the
event's fireworks and flags, as well as
the Port of Kaohsiung, Kaohsiung Music
Center, and other attractions. Thanks to
her eye-catching works, the diversity of
Kaohsiung is now known to even more
people around the world.

Many people began to follow
Mercedes Lin after she posted a New
Year-themed photo in which she wore a

short, bright yellow qipao (a kind of
traditional dress also known as a
cheongsam). In that image, she stood in
the middle of a crosswalk with a yellow
lion-dancing troupe against a backdrop of
motor-scooter riders waiting for the traffic
light to change. The strong visual impact
and cultural characteristics of the photo
caused it to be shared again and again.
Lin has a creative approach to photo
shoots. She and her photographers
jointly conceive the content of her works



so as to highlight local features and
traditional culture. She radiates unique
charisma through gestures in the photos,
helping to convey the special flavor and
color of each location.

Discovering Kaohsiung from the
Perspective of Fashion

Lin sees Kaohsiung as a city that
boasts both diversity and abundance. For
her, the 85 Sky Tower, the LRT (Light
Rail Transit), Sizihwan Bay, and Lotus
Pond all represent the municipality. From
her recent visit, Lin particularly likes the
pictures that capture both the 85 Sky
Tower and the LRT. “The LRT in
Kaohsiung is a beautiful moving scene of
the city,” she said.

Lin also complimented the temples in

Kaohsiung for their grace and elegance.
The sea of red lanterns at Sunfong
Temple radiates an aura of fantasy and
magnificence. Lotus Pond boasts an
imposing statue of the Taoist deity Syuan
Wu (Xun Tian Shang Di), as well as the
Dragon and Tiger Towers, which combine
aesthetic beauty with tradition.
Ride the Light Rail to Experience
Fashion in Kaohsiung

Mercedes Lin mentioned that she
especially relishes Kaohsiung’s slow and
comfortable pace of life. Taking the LRT
to admire the scenery is a particularly
leisurely experience.

She highly recommends the LRT route
along the Port of Kaohsiung. Starting
from Hamasen Station, the
decommissioned trains and installation
art at Hamasen Railway Cultural Park
are ideal for visitors who like to take
pictures. Pier-2 Art Center is between the
Penglai Pier-2 and Dayi Pier-2 stations,
and those who stop here can wander
across Great Harbor Bridge, the longest
swing bridge in East Asia and Taiwan’s
only swing bridge. Closer to the mouth of
Love River, tourists can enjoy the cutting-
edge architecture that is Kaohsiung
Music Center, beside Love Pier Station.
There are also splendid views of 85 Sky
Tower Building from Kaohsiung Port
Cruise Terminal and Kaohsiung
Exhibition Center. By traveling just part of
the LRT system, tourists can catch the
essence of Kaohsiung.

Mercedes Lin’s Instagram account:

https://www.instagram.com/ooo_lin_ooo/




2021 Kaohsiung Film Festival

©Written by Hou Ya-ting
©English translation by Lin Yu-ciao

©Photos courtesy of Kaohsiung Film Archive

The recent 2021 Kaohsiung Film
Festival (KFF) celebrated the theme
“PSY Paradise,” inspired by surrealism,
to reflect the pandemic that has been
raging throughout the world.

In response to the heavy restrictions
and disordered lives caused by COVID-
19, KFF specially selected a number of
surreal and experimental films including
More, Zabriskie Point, The Holy
Mountain 4K Restoration, Barton Fink,
and Black Moon. The much-anticipated
films were screened from October 15 to
October 31, at movie theaters and via the
festival's online platform. These classic
movies create an oasis for the soul, and
allow cinema fans to mentally wander
through the works.

As the pandemic continues, KFF has
moved toward being an online event,

allowing it to reach a broader group of
viewers and increasing the visibility of
featured films. Since 2017, KFF has also
dedicated space to the realms of VR and
XR, as well as other new media works.
XR Dreamland, first launched in 2019,
this year featured three main categories:
Kaohsiung VR FILM LAB Originals; the
VR Competition; and XR Panorama. In
all, 33 immersive works were included,
with those in the Kaohsiung VR FILM




LAB Originals
category drawing
particular attention
from filmmakers and
industry
professionals in
different parts of the world. The global
film industry now regards works
presented in Kaohsiung VR FILM LAB
Originals as a crucial opportunity to
observe and understand Taiwan's
progress in new media.

In addition to bringing XR experiences
to viewers, KFF launched a VR-headset
rental package that allows viewers to
walk through VR environments and
experience immersive works at home.

After ten years of hard work, KFF's
International Short Film Competition has
become the third-most-important

Kaohsiung Film
Festival official
website:

https://www.kff.tw/

competition of its kind in Asia, after the
Busan International Short Film Festival
and Tokyo's Short Shorts Film Festival &
Asia. The top prize in the Taiwan section
of the International Short Film
Competition — the Golden Fireball
Award — was presented to Huang Shih-
rou for the animated work Girl in the
Water. In the international section, the
winner was The Game, directed by
Roman Hodel; it defeated 39 works from
around the world. The VR Golden
Fireball Award was won by Macro & Polo
Go Round, directed by Benjamin Steiger
Levine.

KFF pays tribute to hardworking
filmmakers and continues to cultivate
outstanding creators of cinematic works.
During the difficult
times of the pandemic,
Kaohsiung's ability to
host such an event
deserves appreciation
and recognition.
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Wei-Wu Mi-Mi Street Art Village

Wei-Wu Mi-Mi Street Art Village is an artsy neighbourhood
filled with captivating murals and art installations created
by residents working with artists from all over the world.

Transportation Info:

Take Kaohsiung Metro's Orange Line to Weiwuying Station, and
leave by Exit 5.

Photo by Huang Jing-wen
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