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Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival

©Written by Luo Jian-hong ©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photos by Bernie
NG, Hsu Pei-hung ©Photos courtesy of Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival,
National Kaohsiung Center for the Arts (Weiwuying), Esplanade - Theatres on

the Bay, GuoGuang Opera Company

Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival ( S
HXEIMIEN ) this year celebrates its
15th anniversary, taking everyone on a
journey into the world of performing arts
from now until July. With a focus on
approaching the public, the festival
presents upward of 29 local and
international performances, totaling more
than 50 shows.

The popular Grassland Concert, led by
conductors Wu Yao-yu (ZF2=F) and
Yang Jhih-cin (12%&%) from Kaohsiung
City Symphony Orchestra ( &kt 3z 284
E ), will recreate the iconic sci-fi
soundtracks of the movies Superman (#8
A ) and Back to the Future ([A1ZI|F%&2K) ,
delivering a breathtaking and heart-stirring
musical experience.

The event set to mobilize the greatest

number of performers is a version of
Puccini's (Z22f2 ) monumental Tosca
($EH+) . The opera will feature stage
design, costumes, and music tailored
specifically for the festival. In addition,
Noh theater master Kurouemon
Katayama's ( [l LEFE Y ) production
of Maso (#&iH ) interprets deeply-rooted



local beliefs in Taiwan, and is sure to
attract attention from Noh enthusiasts.
Other exciting programs cover a
diverse range of theatrical genres,
including traditional shadow puppetry,
Taiwanese opera, Yuju opera, and
contemporary stage plays. There are also
environmental dances set in cultural and
historical venues such as Shoyoen (iHi&
&), Zhongdu Tang Rong Brick Kiln
Factory (FR#f/E4EZER ) , and the
British Consulate at Takao (] & E4EE
BHBf) . Musical performances span
classical and modern genres, featuring
Italian violinist Giuseppe Gibboni ( %k ZE{f
- Z1#E ), winner of the Paganini
Competition (IAIZERB/NEEKXRE) .
Ukrainian pianist Alexander Gavrylyuk
(EREILX - #FEFI#ER) . the triple-
crown winner of the World Piano
Competition (tH R#HZEKEF ), and
China-born US-resident violinist Lyu Sih-
cing (B&;5), among others. Two
family-friendly concerts, Supermom (#BA
IEHE ) and Little Sun (/\APg ) will guide
children into the magical world of music.

Thanks to its rich and diverse program,
Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival is sure to
draw arts enthusiasts from every
generation. All are welcome to join this
annual artistic feast.

Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival

Official website {Z¥Y




Nibun Chorus Shines Again on the

International Stage

©Written by Luo Jian-hong ©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photos by Carter

©Photos courtesy of Nibun Chorus

n July 2023, the Nibun Chorus ([Efi&
&MEE ) from Kaohsiung's Liouguei
District ( 7<38 ) was awarded its second
Gold Medal at the World Choir Games

027 - Folklore with Accompaniment

Nibun Chorus

Chinese Taipei
Chun-Chih Chen

GOLDEN DIPLOMA - LEVEL IV

(HFAAEARE) in the open competition.

The members, mostly from the Pingpu
and Bunun tribes, performed original
works adapted from ancient tribal
melodies. Their first gold medal was also
at the World Choir Games in 2018.

The chorus, founded in 2017 by
conductor Chen Jyun-jhih (&) , has
approximately 70 members. The group
meets at the Nibun Learning Center (fg
B &% ) for monthly rehearsals. Many
who live far away come back to their
hometown specifically for the monthly
rehearsals.

The name "Nibun," which means
“teeth” in the Bunun language, was given
to the group by conductor Chen Jyun-jhih
due to his lifelong profession in dentistry.
He had originally practiced in downtown
Kaohsiung but moved to Liouguei fourteen
years ago after being invited to serve as a
choir instructor for several schools around
Liouguei. He fell in love with the area and
relocated his clinic there. He also
established the Nibun Humanities and
Education Care Association ([EHE A
HEBIERHE ), which provides local
students with study spaces and free
tutoring. The Nibun Chorus is run through
this association.

The chorus is comprised of young
people who love singing. They also



support each other in excelling in other
interests and educational pursuits. The
chorus operates like one big harmonious
family. When senior members achieve
their academic dreams, it thus inspires
younger members to believe in
themselves. Chen Jyun-jhih explains that
these close-knit relationships create a
powerful energy on stage, which is why
Nebun differs from other choruses.

In preparation for this year's World
Choir Games in New Zealand, the Nibun
Chorus will adapt traditional Hakka songs
from the local Liouguei Sinwei community.
These songs have a unique

Sinmingjhuang Tone (popular in folk
melodies). The chorus plans to invite local
elders to perform the original songs so the
youth will better understand these ancient
melodies. The chorus will then reinterpret
and breathe new life into the music. Mr.
Chen's initiative aims to showcase the
beauty of Taiwan's music, where they
hope to excel again on the international
stage.

Nibun Chorus BHE&SIEE
O A
YouTube ele:ih ¥
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Enjoy an Ecological Tour in Liouguei

©Written by Chen Ting-fang
©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao
©Photos by Carter

Eighteen Arhats Mountain Natural
Humanities Association supports small
farmers and promotes environmental
education

The Eighteen Arhats Mountain Natural
Humanities Association (+\Z&& L85k
A& ) is helping local residents to
receive professional training and
certification, so they can provide guided
tours, in-depth travel, and environmental
education services in this protected area
in Kaohsiung's Liouguei District.

Association members also conduct
regular mountain patrols, to identify and
protect rare plants like the endemic Salvia
tashiroi Hayata, and to report illegal
activities by loggers. They are one of the
few community associations in Taiwan
that manages and monitors a natural
reserve, while also leading ecotourism

activities.
In recognition of their efforts, the NGO
received the Kaohsiung City

Environmental Education Excellence
Award in 2023 (SEMIRERHEEFRE) .
Their collaboration with ecotourism
communities across Taiwan includes
establishing a resource-sharing
mechanism to assist other groups
engaged in ecotourism and regional
revitalization, They also partner with
National Pingtung University of Science
and Technology (B3 FERFHEAZ) and
the Pingtung Division of the Ministry of
Agriculture's Forestry and Nature
Conservation Agency (MERBEREE
2) . At the same time, they actively
support the area's small farmers, founding
the cultural-creative brand Liou-Guei
Select (/XIU+/\) to promote local
produce such as pepper, hand-picked
mountain tea, plum wine, and aiyu jelly.
This initiative aims to boost the local
economy and contribute to cultural
development.

Return (2/:Return):
Revitalizing the Community and

Inheriting a Century-Long Vision

In an effort to revive the glory days of a




century-old business, Chen Jia-hong (&
{£38), founder of Shih Yang Miao
Cultural Enterprise Studio (fFf#mX{LE
¥T{EZ ), collaborates with young
individuals from indigenous tribes.
Together, they are striving to reinterpret
and rejuvenate Hong Kun-yuan Trading
Company (GHFHJEEG5E ) on Liouguei Old
Street. To breathe new life into this
century-old business — a venue for trade
between indigenous people and Han
Chinese since the 1895-1945 period of
Japanese colonial rule — the local brand
Return was officially launched in February
2024.

The store offers coffee and storytelling,
with plans to integrate baking and
accommodation to achieve sustainable
development through the preservation of
historical sites and cultural fusion. Chen
sees local regeneration as a vital mission.
By embracing the concept of linking
Provincial Highway 27A (&827H#g) ,
and connecting with places like Meinong,
Liouguei, and Taoyuan, they are
dedicated to regional revitalization and
encouraging young people to return to
their hometowns. The name “Return”
symbolizes the profound meaning of
returning home with a determined heart.

Eighteen Arhats Mountain Natural Humanities
Association +/\FEELBAANX S
No. 37-15, Fusing Ln., Liouguei Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

Phone: ( 07 ) 6894063

Return &Il

No. 37-47, Huanan St., Liouguei Dist.,
Kaohsiung City

Phone: 0958-362-167




Community Revitalization along Provincial

Highway 17

©Written by Chen Ting-fang ©@Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photos by Carter
©Photos courtesy of Milkfisherhome Coffee Shop

Top 100 Young Fishers Jhang Bo-ren:
From a Fisherman to an Entrepreneur

Kaohsiung's Mituo District ( fEZ ) ,
which has the sea on one side and Tadi
Mountain (&KL ) on another, is
regarded as a land of treasure by Jhang
Bo-ren (3&{#{~) , a third-generation local

aquaculturist. With a background in
clinical nutrition and bioengineering, he
has improved the aquaculture
environment and now promotes ecological
aquaculture using pristine water without
chemical additives.

Jhang's “fishers' team” are aged
mostly 21 to 25, while his “fishers’

innovation team” helps outstanding young
aquaculturists to become independent
entrepreneurs. He also opened
Mlikfisherhome Coffee Shop ( ERZ&MIEE)
to attract tourists. These efforts have not
only brought economic benefits to Mituo
but also boosted employment
opportunities.

His team handles everything from
production to sales. He believes that local
revitalization should return to the
foundations of the industry and promote
the area's products through a “local
production and consumption” model, in
order to achieve sustainable industrial




development. This
comprehensive development
model is led by individuals —
unlike others, which tend to be
dominated by community
development associations —
and has successfully promoted
the revitalization and
development of the Mituo area.

Syu Wei-jhe, Head of Chengtian
Integrated Planning Company, Initiated
Coastal Revitalization Action

Syu Wei-jhe (ZF
## ), head of
Chengtian Integrated
Planning Company
(EHESRE) , is
committed to promoting
grassroots revitalization
along the coast, including
Yongan and Zihguan districts. He
not only assists young fishers to return to
their hometowns and become
entrepreneurs, but also collaborates with
local young people to showcase their
creativity. They have established venues
such as Mlikfisherhome Coffee Fish-
eating Education Base (EFFMINFERAZ
BEMh) and Tadi Community's Bamboo
Hat Story House (3}%#{ZE8E ), and
assisted with the development of well-
known revitalization projects such as the
“fishers' team” in Mituo, Leader Su Quality
Grouper in Yongan (BIIEZ/OAEBE) ,
and Li Fa-sian Ecological Farm in
Zihguan (FEZBERERS) .

He collaborates with local youth and
communities to organize events such as

Mituo Seaside Life
Festival, Zihguan Rural
Culture Festival, and Kao Hai
Fong Fisherman's Life Festival in
Yongan's Singang Community. In the
future, they hope to build further
connections along Provincial Highway 17
and the coastline, inspiring consumers
and visitors to explore agricultural and
fishing villages and attractive streets, so
as to revitalize characteristic businesses
and showcase the vitality of Kaohsiung's
seaside communities.

Mlikfisherhome Coffee Shop ERZEMIME
No. 31-1, Guangming Ln., Nanliao Rd., Mituo
Dist., Kaohsiung City

Phone: 0925-899-091

Chengtian Integrated Planning
Company EHESHE




Exploring Shoushan by Light Rail

©Written by Su Yu-ling ©Translation by Lin Yu-ciao ©Photo by Carter ©Photo courtesy
of National Nature Park Headquarters, National Park Service, Ministry of the Interior

Exploring Kaohsiung's Pier-2 Art
Center by light rail is becoming
increasingly popular. People have also
begun to enjoy the convenience of taking
the light rail to Gushan Station and then
going for a scenic stroll along the
Kaohsiung Canal riverbank. The trailhead
is located across the parking lot beside
the Taiwan Cement's Gushan Factory (&
JeEkILEg ) . Kaohsiung City Government
is also proud to point out that when
traveling by light rail, people can enjoy the
city's picturesque landscapes and
contribute to a sustainable environment
since the light rail is environmentally
friendly and reduces carbon emissions.
The Shoushan entrance is located on
Gushan Road. A cement wall marks the

mountain trail's midway point, which was
the former bulk material scale for Taiwan's
first modern, large-scale cement plant,
Taiwan Cement Corporation's ( &i&K/E
BB BBR/AR] ) Gushan Factory. In the

distance are three lime kilns dating back
to the Japanese colonial era. These
architectural relics stand as a testimony to
Kaohsiung's industrial development.
Although the factory's operations ceased
long ago, the city government, in
partnership with Taiwan Cement (Gushan
Factory), has been revitalizing the area
and enhancing Shoushan's public
accessibility.

There are seven hiking trails on
Shoushan, each offering varying degrees
of challenging terrain. Visitors should
select the ones that match their physical
fitness level. If you head north from the
Gushan Road trailhead, you'll find the
area where the historical kilns can be
viewed. To ensure visitors' safety, it is
strongly advised not to cross over the
yellow railings containing the kilns. Further
along the trail is the former bulk material
scale, where the limestone was previously
crushed. Finally, visitors will arrive at the
Four Banyans Viewing Deck ( U835
#8=) , which offers panoramic views
of the urban landscape. Wildlife such
as Formosan rock macaques ( =/&%
¥&) and squirrels can often be seen
along the trail along with fragrant
plants.

The trail between the Guotai Rest
Stop (B ZHZEAKEU) and the
Longcyuan Temple (BER ) is not as
clearly marked and is a little more



physically challenging. Numerous pits and
caves formed by coral reefs can be seen
along the route. Shoushan National
Nature Park (SIUBIXRBEAAR)
requires adventure enthusiasts to apply in
advance, and permission must be granted
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in advance before entering the caves.
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