Chinese-English Bimonthly
First Issue in April, 1999

Published by Information Office, Kaohsiung City Government
Address : No.2, Sihwei 3rd Road, Kaohsiung City, Taiwan

Tel : 07-331-5016

http : //www.keg.gov.tw/~keginfo/index1.htm
English editors : Johanne Murray and Melissa Wriston

S & H 1)
vhiE R\ /P A AL

BT T T AT e b
BTN S ErenE

Stk G T T 2 HE I U = % 2 o f
3%, /07-331-5016
—ER 2008800146

ISSN,~1728-2039

%Zﬁ@ U’

August 2009

56

Kaohsiung ROCKS!

Spectators Showed Great Participation in The World Games 2009 Kaohsiung

©Text by Fu-Ju Lin
©Photos by Chung-Hui Pao

On July 16th, The World Games
2009 kicked off at Main Stadium in
the host city, Kaohsiung, with the
participation of athletes from 103
countries. This is the first time that
Taiwan has hosted such a grand event.
This historic moment for Taiwan was
witnessed by 45000 people at the
stadium, as well as billions of people
around the world who watched the
event live on PTS and other media
locations. From July 16th to July 26th, a
total of 26 official games, 5 invitational
events, and 6 sports parks activities
took place.

As President of KOC and Mayor of
the host city, Mayor Chu Chen extended
her welcome to the participants from all
over the world. She thanked IWGA for
the opportunity granted to Kaohsiung for
hosting such an enormous international
sports event. Mayor Chen emphasized
that despite the different colors and
languages spoken by the 5000 athletes
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"Formosa Show" at opening ceremony

and coaches from 103 countries,

everyone shares a common TWG spirit

- peace, friendship, and collaboration.
The World Games 2009 Kaohsiung

Opening Ceremony demonstrated

Taiwan's characteristics and friendships

with other countries in a magnificent

way. It showed great power and touched

everyone's heart with its three main
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shows: "Formosa", "Praying with All"
and "Dynamic Kaohsiung" , followed by
the never-seen-before "circling”
fireworks which are only 40 meters
away from the audience. IWGA
President, Ron Froehlich, described the
Opening on the 16th as "marvelous"
He also called The World Games 2009
Kaohsiung the best games ever!

On July 26th, The World Games
ended with integrated shows of
fireworks, visual arts, music, and stage
performances which symbolized joy and
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Firework at closing ceremony
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the passage from one generation to the
next. What was special about the
ceremony is that the audience became
part of the show when everyone in the
stands lit the hand-held LED devices. A
galaxy of lights was formed by the
120,000 shining blue rays from 40,000
spectators. The beautiful lights marked
the beginning of the closing ceremony
and yet a perfect ending for The 8th
World Games.

IWGA President, Ron Froehlich,
expressed his high recognition of The
World Games 2009 Kaohsiung. He said
Kaohsiung should be proud of the
successful ending of The 8th World
Games. It was a great achievement for
the city. On behalf of everyone, he gave
his thanks to the support of the city
government. He remarked, "The World
Games 2009 Kaohsiung is the most
successful ever!"
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Indigenous People performan at opening
ceremony
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@Text by Ling ZhuoMin
Transportation in Kaohsiung is now

more convenient than ever! In
addition to the MRT and public bike
rental system, citizens can now take the
newly-launched 168 Circle Bus Line to
get around Kaohsiung. With 30 stops in
total, the bus connects the Red and
Orange MRT Lines covering all the
popular tourist attractions around
Kaohsiung.

To fulfill the goal of energy saving and
CO2 emissions reduction,, creating a
better public transportation system has
been one of Kaohsiung City
Government's missions. As a result, the
Transportation Bureau decided to
launch the 168 Circle Bus before the
light rail system starts construction.
Officially launched on May 1st, the
Circle Bus operates from 5:30 am to
10:20 pm daily and has 2 routes: the
East route runs clockwise while the
West route runs in a counter-clockwise
direction. Aozihdi, City Council, Cultural
Center, and Kaisyuan MRT Stations
work as four terminal stations so the bus
can circle the city.

Now citizens will be able to get to the
nearest MRT station within 12 minutes
from any Circle Bus stop. Total driving
time for a complete round is 90 minutes
during peak hours and 85 minutes
during off-peak hours. Driving time
between the four MRT stations is
around 23 minutes. In addition, to better
serve the citizens, the city government
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168 Circle Bus Line:

Connecting the MRT Lines for

©Photos by Chung-Hui Pao

provides several important services, for
example, Exclusive Bus Lanes,
Exclusive Bus Traffic signs, Free Ride
Offer for any delays more than 10
minutes, an E-Bus Info System, and
Smart Bus Stop LED Display.

The Circle Bus runs along many
important traffic routes, including
Dashun, Heping, Kaisyuan, Chenggong,
Hedong, and Hesi Roads. Integrating
with the MRT system will improve traffic
flow in the surrounding areas and is also
very convenient for tourists to get to
famous spots around Kaohsiung.
Shoppers can get off at the Cultural
Center Station, Hanshin Department
Store Station, or Dream Mall Station,
where big brand-name department
stores, as well as shopping districts, are
located. For tourists who prefer art and
performances, the bus will take them to
the Museum of Fine Arts, the Cultural
Center, or the Film
Archive, where
various exhibitions
and performances
will definitely spice
up their cultural
experience. In
addition, regular

scientific exhibitions
are displayed at the
Museum of Science
& Technology and
visitors surely won't
want to miss them!
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Easy City Touring
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Chenggong Rd, the bus
stops at Singuang Pier where tourists
can enjoy the open view of the pier and
ocean or they can take a leisurely walk
to Sanduc Shopping District. They can
also get off at the Ambassador Hotel
and take the Love Boat instead, getting
closer to the beautiful Love River
Hedong and Hesi Rd area is close to
many Love River spots, like the Love
Pier and Jhongdu Tangrong Brick Kiln.
There are many public bike rental
stations nearby as well, so visitors could
rent a bike and enjoy an afternoon at
Pier-2 Art District, Fisherman's Wharf.
With 168 Circle Bus, the existing
transportation network continues to
improve. Residents and visitors can now
utilize this fantastic transportation
addition to get around and realize their
environmentally-friendly lifestyle!
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168 Circle Bus Line

connects the Red and
Orange MRT Lines

~ covering all the popular
tourist attractions around
the city.
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168Circle Bus Line

Start at North part of MRT Aozihdl Station on
clockwise:

OMRT Aozihdi Station

@Tzu-Chi Jing-Si Hall

©President New Century Shopping
Center

©cCarrefour Dingshan Store

©\Jiangong Rd. Intersection

©Shu-Te Home Economics &
Commercial High School

©Dashun Bridge (National Science and
Technology Museum)

©st. Dominic High School

©MRT Cultural Center Station

©Kai-Shan Psychiatric Hospital
(National Kaohsiung Normal University)

©Wu-Chuan Elementary School

©Ersheng 1st Rd. Intersection

©@Yisin 1st Rd. Intersection

OMRT Kaisyuan W. Station

©Southern Vocational Training Center

©Dream Mall

@Chunbang Community (Basin No.5)

©Software Area

©Kaohsiung Sky Tower (Singuang Pier)

©Cheng-Kung Elementary School

©Hanshin Department Store

©Kaohsiung Municipal Girls' Senior
High School (Love Pier)

©Love Boat (Ambassador Hotel)

©MRT City Council Station

©cCarrefour Love River Store

©Jhongdu Brick Klin Factory

©)ntersection of Hesi and Huaan St.

©Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Art Park

©Kaohsiung Municipal United Hospital

©Longde Rd. Intersection
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Dandelion Family Library

Fulfilling a Dream of a Civil Society

©Text by Yu-Chun Lin
©Photos by Jhuo-Min, Yi-Fong Wang

With the opening of Dandelion
Family Library in Funan Village
of Lingya District, in February 2009, a
trend of children's reading has quietly
started in the community.

The Library is located on the third
floor of the Funan Village Activity
Centre. The opening of this library
space is the first step taken by the
Dandelion Organization of Storytelling
as Literacy Advocacy (DOSLA). DOSLA
was established in August 2008 and
opened a library within half a year's time
due to its group of perseverant and
devoted volunteers. They began from
scratch by themselves from the location
hunting to the setting up of the library to
the DIY decoration of the space.
Chairman Yi Feng Wang says that
reading is a way of educating. The
members of this organization share a
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dream: to allow children to form a habit
of thinking through reading stories and
to learn to be tolerant of others opinions
through sharing and discussion after
reading, in order to develop their quality
of democracy. Wang says that this is
also the belief of DOSLA.

DOSLA does not have extensive
funding, but it has many passionate and
talented members to support it. Wang
says the process of location hunting
was not an easy journey. The members
did not find their ideal place, but found
the Funan Village Activity Centre. At
first, the head of Funan Village tried to
dissuade the organization from
stationing there. This is because Funan
Village is kind of an old tribe, with the
ratio of grand-families and foreign
spouses so high that it might be difficult
to promote reading habits in the
community. However, the reason
mentioned above has become the

motivation and has strengthened the
determination of DOSLA. They feel that
the children of this area are in
desperate need of a library and
opportunities to read. Through a lengthy
negotiation, the activity centre agreed to
lend its unused snooker room on the
third floor to DOSLA to set up a library.
The opening day of the library attracted
more than a hundred community
members and the age range was from
children of less than one year old to a
grandma in her nineties.

The completion of the library has
demonstrated the strong power of the
private sector. Apart from the D.LY.
handy work of its volunteers, all the
equipment including furniture, book
shelves, and electronic swipes for the
books have been generously sponsored
by local communities and enterprises.

Wang points out that because DOSLA
does not pay the volunteers, the cost of
the library only has to cover the utility

r
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Dandelion Family Library:

3F, No.60, Lane 353, Fude 3rd Road, Lingya District,
Kaohsiung City.

Tel.: 07-727-7558

Blog: http://doslalibraryfunan.blogspot.com/
AT B SEEEEIL ¢
BEMSHBEE=835386057312

&35 : 07-7277558
http://doslalibraryfunan.blogspot.com/
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The members of DOSLA |

share a dream: to allow
children to form a habit
of thinking through
reading stories and learn
to be tolerant of others
opinions through sharing
and discussion after
reading.

Pt T W AR
HRTEEEE Monthly theme section

costs, equipment maintenance, and
book purchases. Therefore, it only takes
a hundred members and a budget of
NTD150,000 per year to run the library.
However, DOSLA insists on not
fundraising. They prefer the support
comes from its members- there is a
NTD300 joining fee and annual
membership fee of NTD1200. The
membership fee covers the whole
family, who can use and borrow any
books from the library. To encourage the
reading habits of the villagers, as long
as one's residence is registered in
Funan Village, he/she can become a
member free of charge if he/she attends
one session of storytelling or discussion
in the library.

The library currently has a collection
of three thousand books. Many of them
have been bought by members at their
own cost. Apart from providing the
lending service, the library holds free
sessions of storytelling, reading of
children's and young adult fictions from
Monday to Saturday, with a monthly
theme. The books in the library are not
categorized in the same way as normal
libraries. The books are categorized into
sections that are easy for children to
understand, such as baby and toddler
books, picture books, children's
literature, young adult literature, art
collection, and others.

DOSLA plans to open 3 more libraries
in Kaohsiung City in the future. The goal
of DOSLA is to encourage the reading
habits of citizens from all walks of life.
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The World Games 2009 Kaohsiung

©Text by Hsin-Yi Peng ©Photos Courtesy of Kachsiung Organizing Committee, Chung-Hui Pao, Yu-En Lin

T he 8th World Games was a record-
making sports event. With 103
participating nations and a total of 5,983
athletes and coaches, The World Games
2009 broke a few historical
including highest attendance and the
biggest one to date. The enthusiasm and
support offered by the residents of
Kaohsiung, as well as the rest of Taiwan,
contributed to the extraordinary
achievements of this World Games, and
Kaohsiung was recognized by everyocne
for its success. Many people were drawn
to The World Games by the spectacular
variety of competitions. As the residents
of Kaohsiung embraced The World
Games, they developed a sense of
participation because of the level of
involvement.

Ron Froehlich, President of the
International World Games Association
(IWGA), had very positive words for the
enthusiastic audiences. He was very
impressed with the display of friendliness
and respect given to the other countries’
athletes during the games.

The World Games Snirit

Switzerland was the winner of men's

records

640 kg category in Tug of War. During
the final against Germany, the German
team became one man short due to an
injury with no replacement available.
Based on the spirit of fair competition,
the Swiss team approached the referee
and volunteered to remove one of their
team members. When the Swiss team

EE =S
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Team Switzerland at Tug of War

won the championship with a 2-0 result,
the entire audience, including athletes
and coaches from other teams, gave
them a standing ovation not only to
congratulate their achievements, but also
as a gesture of respect for their display
of true sportsmanship.

IWGA Chairman Ron Froehlich openly
praised the Swiss team for the fact that
they offered the chance of fair

RITEE
Air Sport

competition to the German team as it
was a perfect display of the spirit of The
World Games.

Team Chinese Taipel's Glorious
Wins

With the entire nation to cheer them
on, team Chinese Taipei achieved some
very impressive wins. The team scored a
total of 8 Gold, 9 Silver, and 7 Bronze

medals in Billiards, Bodybuilding, Jujitsu,
Karate, Korfball, Lifesaving, Powerlifting,
Roller Sports - Speed, as well as
women's Tug of War.

The 2013 World Games In Call, It's a

date!

On July 21st, IWGA announced in a
press conference that The World Games
2013 will be hosted by Cali, Columbia.
Columbia is a nation with a population of
44 million and is located in the
northwestern part of South America. The
official language of Columbia is Spanish.

The World Games 2013 will be the first
hosted by a South American country.
Cali's representative, Mr. Guerrero, was
in Kaohsiung during the games and he
congratulated Mayor Chu Chen and the
residents of Kaohsiung for their success
with The World Games 2009. He also
extended his welcome to everyone to
meet again in Cali for The World Games
2013.

Body Building®



Kaohsiung on July 26.
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IWGA President Ron Froehlich (center) Passes the World Games Flag to Mr. Pascual Guerrero (right),
representative of Cali, Colombia, which will host The World Games in 2013, as Kaohisung Mayor Chu
Chen (left) Witnesses the flag handover ceremony during the closing ceremony of The World Games 2009
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Little Patches of Heaven in the City

Aozihdi Forest Park and She Zih Lin Basin Wetland Park

©Text by Fu-Ju Lin ©Photos by Chung-Hui Pao

Kaohsiung is getting closer to its
goal of being a "green" city
especially after the completion of
Aozihdi Forest Park and She Zih Lin
Basin Wetland Park, which bring urban
dwellers closer to nature.

Aozihdi Forest Park is located at the
intersection of Jhihsheng Road and
Nanping Road in northern Kaohsiung. It
is adjacent to Kaohsiung Arena,
Hanshin Arena Shopping Plaza, Bo-ai
Landscape Roadway, and Aozihdi MRT
Station. On its west side stand
Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts and
Chaishan. With its 10-acre land area, it
has become the largest park in this
developing area of the city. Iis
surrounding region has been rapidly
developing and therefore attracting a
growing number of residents in recent
years. The park opened at a crucial time
in order to provide a quality living
environment for the public.

Aozihdi Forest Park was designed
with many ecological aspects in mind.
The "Tropical Zone" has an abundance
of palm trees creating a warm tropical
atmosphere. The "Breeze Zone" is full
of trees, bushes, and sunshine - a
tranquil space suitable for a stroll or
meditation. The ecological pond, on the
southwest side of the park, is home to
many species. It also plays an important
role in flood detention and precaution
against natural disasters. Due to the
principle of hydrosphere convection, the
pond brings in cool air currents from the

southwest in the summer, which
reduces heat and adjusts the micro-
climate.

Another special feature of the park is
its various colorful trees and blossoms -
Golden Trumpet, Chinaberry, Flame
trees, Floss-silk trees, and many others.
Different colors decorate the park in
different seasons. Together with the
flower clusters on Mingcheng Road and
Nanping Road, the flourishing blossoms
give Kaohsiung residents a chance to
experience the rhythm of four seasons.

On the other side of the city, She Zih
Lin Basin, at the upstream of Love
River, has become a pleasant wetland
park. She Zih Lin Basin Wetland Park is
located in the Dingciang Village of
Sanmin District, close to Dingjinhou
Road. The entire wetland is

approximately 3.7 acres. It used to be
surrounded by mango trees which is
why it was named She Zih Lin Basin ,
the Taiwanese word for "mango"” . As an
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important wetland along Caogong
Canal, She Zih Lin Basin used to play a
significant role in agricultural irrigation.
However, due to the ftransition and
changing careers of the residents,
neighboring fields were damaged,
canals were interrupted, and the
environment deteriorated due to excess
littering. To restore it to its original
natural environment, Kaohsiung City
Government renovated the basin and
transformed it into a wetland park. Now
it has revealed a new face, just like a
patch of heaven.

The water of She Zih Lin Basin is
purified naturally through three layers of
purification - sludge clarifier, natural
aeration tank, and aquatic plants. The
result is improved water quality of all
streams of Love River, a better
functionality of flood detention and gical
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natural disaster precaution, as well as
enhanced safety protection of area
residents. This refreshed wetland has
even become a great place to watch
aquatic birds and rare species. Along
with other wetlands, a complete wetland
ecological path formed which marks
Kaohsiung's steady move towards
becoming an ecologically-friendly city
with biological diversity.

The "Ecological Grove Zone" in the
northern side of the park serves as a
buffer which diminishes the interference
of the freeway on the north side to the
creatures and environment. Whether it's
chatting with neighbors in the
"neighborhood park", biking with family
on the bike path, or simply taking a rest,
residents are enjoying this quiet,
carefree piece of land very much!
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Friendly Citizens, Charming Taiwanese Culture

©Text by Yi-Chun Lin

©Photo by David Wang

M r. Tom Farrell arrived in
Kaohsiung in April 2008 for the

position of headmaster of Kaohsiung

American School. Mr. Farrell's bright

smile is just like the nice weather in

southern Taiwan- it radiates warmth and

energy.

Being the headmaster of Kaohsiung
American School, Mr. Farrell says that it
is not just an American school which
teaches English language. It
emphasises whole person education for
its pupils. It expects healthy
development of its pupils' body and
mind so they can make contributions
toward society. The school also stresses
a respectful and tolerant attitude when
facing different cultures. Mr. Farrell
hopes that the pupils study with
creativity, so they can think for
themselves and posses the ability to
make good decision when facing
problems. The most important thing he
wants the pupils to learn is to be
responsible for their own learning and
their learning environment. Mr. Farrell
says that happiness lies in helping one
another. He also encourages pupils to
serve and contribute toward the

©Text by Hsin-Yi Peng

M ichael A. Johnson came to Taiwan
from the United States with the
purpose of advancing his Chinese
language proficiency. In Kaohsiung,
Michael found not only the convenience
of a big city, but also unique local
characteristics. He was able to join
many group activities and his social life
really bloomed. Today, Kaohsiung is the
place he calls home.

Michael says "People in Kaohsiung
are unbelievably friendly." He recalled

g a®@Ka

community more. He believes that if one
can help others and give back, together
with good decision made plus
hardworking, good things would surely
come his/her way.

Teaching ethics in the school, Mr.
Farrell does not forget to advertise for
his lesson: he says it certainly is the
most interesting subject to him. He
adopts a method of group discussion in
his lessons. For example, they used the
current situation of the automobile
industry in the States as the topic, to
debate on the positive and negative
side of the issue. Mr. Farrell encourages
students to attack the opponents' point
of views rather than the opponents
themselves. He wants the students to
learn the true meaning of democracy
through healthy discussions during the
debate.

Being a fan of Taiwanese gourmet
food, Mr. Farrell certainly would not
miss out the opportunity of tasting
various local snhacks at night markets.
He describes Kaohsiung as a very
friendly city filled with bright and vivid
colours. It is exciting, but yet calm.
During his leisure time, Mr. Farrell likes
to take a walk at places such as Lotus

the time he suffered from a serious bout
of the flu when he first arrived in Taiwan.
A total stranger extended his helping
hand without Michael's asking. Not only
did the stranger take him to the hospital,
he stayed to talk to the doctor and made
sure the doctor understood what was
going on.

Being an avid fan of Taiwanese
cuisine, Michael has a love for the night
markets. He is very fond of the street
food and has really developed an
appetite for the local flavors. He likes
seafood, dry noodles, even the
infamous "stinky tofu" , which usually
repels foreigners. Michael really likes
the garlicky sauce that goes with the
fried stinky tofu. Another favorite of his
is a "peasant delicacy" : Steamed rice
cake in a bowl.

Michael is currently working with
Kaohsiung City Government on the
"English Signage" project, helping
businesses to develop English signs for
their establishments. He is also very
proud to be part of The World Games
preparation team. The goal of this
project is to put adequate English signs
and labels in local businesses so that
foreign tourists will feel comfortable
when they navigate through them. In the
mean time, the project also provides
basic English training to business

Pond, Love River, Sizihwan
Bay, Chaishan, Maolin and
Sandiman. He particularly likes
to visit temples, to soak in the
tranquil atmosphere there. Mr.
Farrell thinks that Taiwanese
culture is very charming and
therefore he is doing his best
to get to know it better.
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owners, so that everyone will be able to
show the beauty and friendliness of
Kaohsiung to the world.

It has been eighteen months since he
moved to Kaohsiung; Michael has
observed that the city is becoming a lot
cleaner and a lot prettier. He is
especially happy that the city
development plans included the
promotion of bicycle lanes. Many people
travel on their bicycles these days,
which has made walking much safer.
Michael especially recommends that
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everyone take a bike trip along Love
River. He says Love River at night is a
sight of beauty that no one should miss.
To foreigners who are new in
Kaohsiung, Michael offered a few words
of advice. He said it is important that
they set their own goals, and with some
patience; they will find a place that is the
most suitable for their individual lifestyle.
As for Michael, he couldn't be happier
with his life in Kaohsiung.
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S ummer time is ice time! If you visit Kaohsiung
during the summer, be sure to stop by the most
popular shaved ice places: "Grandma's lce", and
"Ocean of Ice by the Ferry Dock". Grandma's Ice has
been in business for decades, and its authentic,
traditional flavor is loved by generations of

enthusiasts, old and young alike. Ocean of Ice is
famous for its super-sized servings. These two places
are popular for different reasons, but each has its
unique character.

The tell-tale name of "Grandma's Ice" is a testimony
of its history. Grandma's Ice was started by Mrs. Jhao-
gu Cai in 1934. Back then, it was just a small
beverage stand in the Yancheng Produce Market that
she maintained for additional income to support her
household. Mrs. Cai's fruit preserves such as pickled
starfruits, pickled plums, and pickled green mangos
were very popular, she also has her own special
recipe for syrups and sauces. One day, a group of
school girls stopped by her beverage stand, and as
they started to frequent the place, they also started
calling her "grandma". Mrs. Cai's beverage stand
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became known as “Grandma’s Ice” .

Grandma's Ice has been in business for 75 years
and has moved locations three times -from the stand
in Yancheng Produce Market to a store front on
Daren Road to its current location on Cisian
3rd Road -it has always kept close to its
roots: Yancheng District. Over the years,
Grandma's Ice has become a local
specialty and has won the loyalty of its
customers by insisting on using only
the best and freshest ingredients. The
owners go to the market every day as
early as it opens, just so they can
purchase the sweetest and juiciest fruit
the market has to offer before anyone else
arrives.

The soul of a perfect bowl of shaved ice is
the syrup drizzled on top of it. At Grandma's Ice,
the syrup is made with a combination of special
proportions of three different kinds of sugar: cane
sugar, raw brown sugar, and rock sugar. Once the
cooking process is complete, the syrup sits for a
number of hours in a sealed cauldron to allow
enough time for the fragrance of the sugars to
permeate into the syrup. The same spare-no-effort
philosophy also goes into their production of other
fruit preserve toppings for the shaved ice. A bowl of
shaved ice at Grandma's Ice is not just a carnival of
sweet flavors; the gem-colored toppings make it a
feast to the eyes as well.

"Wow! This is a big bowl of ice!" A first-timer to
Ocean of lce often exclaims in surprise when they
see the size of the bowl. At "Ocean of Ice by the
Ferry Dock", the store is proud to serve giant-sized
shaved ice to its astonished customers; the biggest
one can be shared by a group of ten.

Located in close proximity to Gushan Ferry
Station, "Ocean of Ice by the Ferry Dock" has a
casual-looking store front. There is nothing fancy
about the place; the only form of decoration is graffiti

Grandma's Ice

Address: No.150, Cisian 3rd Rd., Yancheng District
Business Hours: 10:00~24:00

Ocean of Ice by the Ferry Dock
Address: No.76, Binhai 1st Rd., Gushan District
Business Hours: 11:00~23:30
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Ocean of Ice

on every inch of the wall left by store patrons. Plain
and unassuming, this place has become an internet
mega hit because of the size of its servings. On a
regular summer day, the store is always full. On
weekends and holidays, the flood of the crowd it
attracts is an impressive sight.

The owner says that when the store first started in
1990, it was mostly frequented by college students
from nearby National Sun Yat-sen University. The
students often requested extra portions, and they
always obliged, finding bigger and bigger bowls to
accommodate the servings that got bigger and bigger
each time. In the end, giant bowls became a signature
of the store. At Ocean of Ice, one can order ice for
two, three, six, and even for ten people. The benefit of
ordering a group-sized serving is its portion: an ice for
three is bigger than three standard servings for one
combined. Friends can order their ice in a customized
group size, sit around the giant bowl, and share the
cool sweetness together.
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